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Build this liner—new-kit details inside 
Converting the Airfix Sherman tank kit 
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Aust like tht teal thing / 


Enthusiasts of all ages enjoy the excitement and realism of Airfix 
Motor Racing—handling a red Ferrari or green Cooper over lap after 
lap of winding circuit. And just like the real thing, you need skill to 
win. The set runs off mains or battery, and has 11 feet of rigid double 
track which can be arranged in a variety of track layouts. One of these 
includes a perfect figure eight with swooping, road-hopping fly- 
over! Being Airfix, the cars are authentic 1/32nd scale ‘Grand Prix’ 
models with full Ackermann steering for natural cornering. All cars 
and set accessories are available separately. 


THE AIRFIX MOTOR RACING SET INCLUDES: 1 f. 
1/32nd scale Cooper car, 1/32nd scale Ferrari car, 2 speed controllers, cS 
41 ft. of double track, 14 crash barriers, bridge supports & bankings. 





Cos Ts: ONLY 3 ah 7 1 9 or 1 1 d 5 Also at £6.19.11d. with Desa Porsche 


cars and 15 feet of double track. 


MOTOR RACING 


From toy, hobby, and model shops everywhere. 
Airfix Products Ltd., Haldane Place. Garratt Lane, S.W.18. 
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Open 9—I, 2—6.30 
N.14. 9—6 Sat., E.C. Thurs. 





ome «(BUILD A SPACE AGE RAILWAY Ne secieniot 
BI70 Level crossing ... ... 7/6 Peco Streamliné, yard ie 6/- 
172 d ive SU76 Points, each ; . S/6 





° curved - 
tS tine aaytt Here is the answer to the space problem in the small house and flat of today. A sei Oca > pt f HH 
122 Modern signal box ... 741 “ PACKAWAY ” layout that will go under a single bed or on top of a cupboard ee SES ae: ae 
153 Freight depot ... ... 11/6 but will expand quickly to 8ft. x 2ft. Bin.—equivalent to a I2ft. x 4ft. in OO gauge. | Wrenn Universal, yar votes > 
154 Goods station ... ... 4/6 Points, 1Sin. ete tee 9/5 
160 Fountain building ... 28/11 ; elie? oe ° EE —_ ee. & ee ee 38 eee ee mm | | 
2E0 Pent Cee | csccts cee Base = 4 = = CrOSBOVer. sco sce cee 26/3 
219 Hotel café bs 7/6 oe = = | Wrenn HO track, yard ove 6/3 
220 Florise’s shop, etc. . 17/6 = So40 2 eo... ee ee Bt | Sere oon et ogsee Pelee, “24 skates «61S 
221 Modern house and garage 8/6 : ea eee |) 
223 Modern country house 9/11 | GEM Flexi-Trak, yard... ... 5/9 
224 Four houses eed. wee”. SE King points, 24in. ... 12/10 
225 Watermill ... ... ... 28/19 | 2 SONA.» scés< 14/- 
227 Small watermill ... ... 14/6 oN CHON IARL ’ oe 
333 windmill ol laeyae ' A |} FLEXIBLE TRACK TT 
3 Windmill . at. maar Wee ; 
a36 } — see’ wee 4 7.18 B.A. GOODS TRAIN SET. | Poco wack packs, 2yds. . 10/6 
BEBO EROFER oes) see y Point pack 6/7 
244 Village kit ... ... «.. 29/6 START TT BY MAIL ORDER l wv eee re! Se 
246 Houses under construc- ‘ 4 es trac "1 “ga yy 
tion 5 aba danee wee hs eter weare vou lve. a: see. or OVO FF Sr OP reese eee t — in. and 18in. 23/5 
25! Chalet seas, you can build a wonderful TT layout | crn ates Me an 









; & as $/3 
“<a thee rain through our MAIL ORDER SERVICE, We 
















Points, 1Sin. and 24in. 9/4 


47 Two do 1 te 7/6 | carry huge stocks to serve you. Orders are Beatiboard “ A,” 4ft. x 2ft. Bin. Beatiboard “ B,” 4ft. x 2ft. Bin. compat das 
48 Chalet and mill... ... 7/6 normally sent off the day received. We pay : p . : * ; WILLS FINECAST 
= 4” pga Age 0 14/6 postage in U.K. and to service stations on This layout is complete except for scenic The‘extension board” tucks under the main fig 
61 Village church et hs 3/3 orders over 20/-, and export orders go FREE effects. The double track and sidings are layout when not required. Laid alongside Lose prety kes ose. gus 
OF TAX (deduct one-seventh) comprehensive and the Minic Roadway in as shown it forms the base for a big tem- TY W diael cies scale, Sate 
FALLER ACCESSORIES the middle, only slightly overscale, can be porary extension which is connected to Ghee’ Wl: vice? 2978 
with instruction details, 3 RECOMMENDED SETS replaced by extra sidings or a village if the open sidings. The extension track is o2 bone soe ees Hh 
630 game ems . we T 10 Basic goods set ve 59/6 you wish, All the main electrical feeds are quickly taken up when the layout is to be Sian to US On 46m 
631 “Make and break” do 18/11 T 6 Basic passenger ose 89/6 on this board. put away. This idea is practical in OO also! +i ie 7" +s PO okt 4 
oe v0 ® : M2. ass -6- eee oe - 
pe haat ie pen we ‘ete T 7 New railcar set ae “ 87/6 An illustrated leaflet with track details and an order form will be sent anywhere for 6d. 0-6-0 tank, for Tf ... aei6 
. WENGE! sky Sous Pubs - 
BUILDING L.N.E.R. J39, for T ... ... 63/4 
9 mre tk Belo 
VOLIMER «1; Grassi a WG 
2509 Stone arch bridge ... 26/9 Pacific Al, for T 99/- 
2510 Curved girder do ... 1/9 G.W.R, 9400 class, for T ... 46/8 
2511 Straight do sie aee OEE Ul class, for HD ... 39/8 
5601 Cooling silo ie 4 2251 class, for T . 63/4 
$602 Heating plant... ... & Track-cleaning wagon 
5603 Workshop ... ... -. 19/3 | ere AM LOCOMOTIVES WHY TRI-ANG TT aa . . a for Triang meee 
5604 Warehouse ons see EVIE Look at the fine locomotive illustrated! Tri-ang TT gives you the choice of seven TQ for Scale/Hornby ve V2/10 
aa; Freight — ese ee ats T 90 0-6-0 tank sae one 32/- different STEAM, two DIESELS and a DIESEL-ELECTRIC. These are high-detailed, top- MARKLIN BUILDING KITS 
5719 Coal plant OND wy | T 91 “Tintagel Castle” ...  . 55/3 uality models, not toys, and the rolling stock and accessories are there to match. 
4 , 54 3 “Merch N ” 57/4 49 Y 4802 Passenger coach «+ 12/= 
3733 Gavel ie. fe i. sche E ~~ “ Rendienn* ted ge # *61/6 Tri-ang TT gives you MORE TRACK in a given area than any other miniagre system. 4900 B.P. tank wagon el Se 
5725 Gasholder kit ... ... 29/6 199 2-62 sera set ~ is 47/6 See what an astonishing layout you can get on a 4ft. x 2ft. Bin. Beatiboard! Such an pine pmo pepe ees Mr 
the = ee 692 a att sayis T590 Continental t ale 32/- extensive system is possible because Tri-ang TT is planned for the Space Age—planned | 4995 Goods van... i) 
5754 meat nel ee 98M sn pga. ~a A ee *55 to suit the smaller homes in which fnany of us have to live today. 4908 Refrigerator van re 
weer as T591 do Pacific a /- pH Banana van oe as Vike 
« tin 4 Wi Mousses Oe 
Ta teUe tr Ficures With smoke 18/6 extra. CHANGE NOW TO TT a te ae. 
T908 Railway staff —= You can change your OO system to Tri-ang TT through the Southgate Part Exchange —— pogo 0 ee 14/6 
853 Sitting women Plan. We take your track, locos and rolling stock, if in good order and not too old, and Marklin to 2-rail, see... 1/6 
24 pales each make you an allowance up to half the cost of a new system in Tri-ang TT. Just pack up Post 2/6. Free over 20/-, 







865 trios 4/10 
889 Blacksmith's shop per set 
89! Wodd cutters 

908 Linesmen 





1A—AIA DIESEL ELECTRIC 


TRANG CKD. KITS | DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES SEND NOW 

Rie Tes compotees,” ... 10/18 1 T 9S 0-6-0 shunter... ... o« 32/6 “THE SPACE AGE RAILWAY ” 
R383 Two brake/2nd . 8/01 T 96 AIA—AIA jes ik 52/6 by S. N. Beattie 

arte Toe pment «Tee She T190 Power car... ma, Y= A book of layout plans, hints, tips and 
R386 Loco and tender ... 45/— T136 Trailer car’... pee 13/6 prices for those who want a tip-top rail- 
R388 Co-Co loco -- oe S4/6 9 7137 Centre car... ne tp 12/- way in a small space 1/6 post free 


your lot and post it to us with a list and a note of what you want in TT and we will 
send you a firm quotation by return. (If you are near London, bring your lot along with | NEW 
you and do the deal on the spot.) Part Exchange Plan 3d. post free. 


TRAIN SOUNDS 5/. 





Post I/-. 
TRACK EXTENSION SET RECORD 
Converts the basic track in a set to a Tri-ang 
double oval 
authentic 
PT9 Track set ... ive He: 38/6 


RAILWAY RHYTHM! 





ALL CHANGE AT SOUTHGATE! 


CHANGE TO SUPER 4 TRACKWORK ! TRADE IT IN FOR 
This is the most practical track for the ordinary SOMETHING You WANT! 


modeller, It is robust, easy to lay and to wire, it will 


take the rolling stock of most systems and it looks More atid more modellers are using our Tradewln service 
good. Hornby-Dublo operators find this track is excel- to exchange what they do not want for what they do. If 
lent for their locos and they can run Tri-ang, etc., on your old equipment is in good condition and of current 
the same track. type we will give you the best price in exchange. 


CHANGE TO ROADS AND RACING! 


You can trade in your trains for a Minic Roadway or 
Racing set ‘and all the fascinating accessories now 
available. At | The Broadway, N.14, we have all the 
principal racing sets on view and you can try them 
all before you complete the deal. 
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POWER UNITS 
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SCALEXTRIC. 


PECO 
STREAMLINE 








SEND FOR OUR NEW CATALOGUE 2/- post 6d 


A well-produced illustrated catalogue with over 100 pages 
COST REFUNDED ON FIRST £1 SPENT 





NEW & ML58MODEL LAND CHURCH 12/6 R407 TURNTABLE—HAND 37/6 R555 DIESEL PULLMAN 52/6 


TS aii aii 
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+9 408 i REMOTE 67/6 556 NON-POWERED 13/6 
with chimes 24/- R264 GRAND BRIDGE 39/6 426 PARLOUR CAR 13/6 
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re’ ENAMEL, 


Tins I/-; 1/9; 3/3; 5/6. 





3/6 complete. 


TOP FLIGHT MODELLERS. .. 


USE TOP FLIGHT FINISHES 


good flow, resistant to heat and 
most fuels. Gives glass-hard abrasion 
and wear resisting surface. 


Also available in a special pack 
containing 6 bottles, brush and 2 palettes. 


‘JOY’ New Formula PLASTIC ENAMEL 





The 18 beautiful contemporary colours, Fee 

including black and white, can be | PLASTIG ENAMEL 
intermixed to provide a wide range N 

of colours. Joy Plastic Enamel has 


} PASTE peasree 7 
enamel MB rnanel Ne 
ace Ri qgaes at? — 


PROP Me ER re 





*JOY-PLANE’ BALSA CEMENT 


New and 
improved quality. 
Very quick and 
hard setting. 
Penetrates deeply 
and is heat 
resisting and oil 
proof. Available 
in long nozzle 
tubes 

7d; I/-; 1/8. 


®eco@eee ee eoeeeeee7see @ 









cane 4 
s0 Pais CM see 


‘New Discovery’ POLYSTYRENE CEMENT 





ARTICLES OF 


Non-stringing, escRIPTION 


quick drying and 
colourless. The 
perfect adhesive 
for giving a 
weld joint to 
any Polystyrene 
surface. 
Available in 
special long 
nozzle tubes 7d. 


OTHER PRODUCTS MADE BY MODELLERS FOR MODELLERS 


‘JOY’ LUMINOUS PAINT. Packs 2/6; 4/6. 
‘JOY-PLANE’ CELLULOSE DOPES. I/-; 1/9. 
‘JOY-PLANE’ CLEAR DOPES. I/-; 1/9; 2/9; 5/-. 
PLASTIC WOOD. 1/3; 2/3. 

BANANA OIL. No. 1. Thick; 


Ty is the registered trade mark of 


we Rice? GLOW 
LONG FES 


No. 2. Thin. I/-; 1/9. 
TISSUE PASTE. Tubes 74d. 
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On page 68 this month, readers will find full details of the new |:600 scale Airfix kit of ss France. Our cover illustration shows the distinctive 
design of this 66,000 ton vessel, the longest liner in the world. She sails from Southampton every other Friday evening to New York, and carries 


her 2,000 passengers at a service speed of 31 knots. 


(Illustration by courtesy of French Lines) 
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WIRFIX 


The world’s greatest value in construction kits 








PPROPRIATELY, our front cover illustration this month 

shows the ss France, for Airfix have just announced a 
super-detailed kit of this fine liner. Released at the same time 
are a 1:32 scale Jaguar ‘E’ type and a 1:12 scale historical 
figure of Julius Caesar. 

The 148-part ss France kit, moulded in white plastic, is to 
the same 1:600 scale as the Airfix Queen Elizabeth and Can- 
berra kits (and also their Famous Warships Series) with which 
it forms an interesting comparison, both in the development 
of ship building over two decades and the different approaches 
adopted in the design of modern liners. A colour illustration 
of the real liner appears on the lid of the kit box, which also 
contains a tube of polystyrene cement, transfers, coloured 
paper flags and full assembly and painting instructions. 

Selling at 10s 6d, the 20} inch long Airfix replica of the 
France captures in fine detail the sleek design of this, the 
longest liner in the world. The characteristic exhaust fins on 
the funnels, and the ‘France’ name plates are accurately featured, 
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while the mast and radar equipment detail are other notable 
points. The miniature sports deck and swimming pool have 
true-to-life transparent roofs, while there are 22 scale lifeboats 
and two launches, all slung from finely-reproduced davits. 

Other features of this excellent model include propellers, 
rudder and stabilisers. Particularly noteworthy is the porthole 
and window detail on the hull sides and the ‘planking’ on the 
rear decks. The completed model can be attractively displayed 
on two special ‘cradles’ supplied with the kit. 

Built at a cost of £30,000,000, the 66,000 ton France, pride 
of the French Line, made her maiden voyage to New York on 
February 3, 1962. She is 1,035 feet long and carries 2,000 
passengers (500 first and 1,500 tourist class) and 1,000 crew, 
at a service speed of 31 knots. One of the most distinctive ex- 
ternal features of the vessel is the shape of the funnels. They 
were designed not to mar the appearance of the ship, but at 
the same time keep smoke clear of the upper decks. After 
lengthy tests, they were built with projecting ‘wings’, through 
which the smoke and smuts escape in a sideways direction. 

France sails from Southampton every other Friday evening, 
direct to New York, making the crossing in 44 days. Her 
luxurious specification includes the largest theatre (with seat- 
ing capacity for 664) and the largest dining-room (seating 
828 tourist class) afloat. She is powered by high-pressure steam 
turbines, developing 160,000 shaft horsepower, and has a 
fuel capacity of 90,000 tons of oil. Her two pairs of stabilisers 
(which are accurately featured on the Airfix model) have 
proved fully effective in reducing rolling to an absolute mini- 
mum, even in the heaviest seas. 


1:32 SCALE JAGUAR ‘E’ TYPE 


OLLOWING the introduction last month of a Ford Zodiac 
kit to their range of modern car models, Airfix have now 
announced a 1:32 scale replica of the exciting 150 mph Jaguar 
‘E’ type. Priced at 2s, the kit comprises 47 parts (eight of them 
in clear plastic, the remainder in red) that assemble into a 
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+ inch long replica of either the hard-top or open version. 

Assembly and painting instructions for the Airfix ‘E’ type 
make for simple building of this detailed model, and also 
incorporate extracts from a road test carried out on the car 
by “The Motor’. The completed model is every bit as sleek 
and exciting to look at as the real car. Inside the cockpit is 
a fully-detailed facia, together with a steering wheel, gear lever, 
bucket seats and door trim. Underneath are reproduced in 
detail the front and rear independent suspension, complete 
with disc brakes, and the exhaust system, with its twin tail 
pipes. Revolving ‘spoked’ wheels are featured, with miniature 
knock-off hub caps, and also front and rear bumpers. The 
front faired-in headlamps are moulded in clear plastic, as are 
the front side lights, the rear tail light clusters and the aero- 
dynamic windscreen. Also in clear plastic, the hardtop has 
a most realistic finish when painted. A choice of three alterna- 
tive sets of number plates is provided to add a further touch 
of realism. 

The Jaguar ‘E’ type is powered by the famous twin overhead 
camshaft XK ‘S’ type engine which, with its three carburettors, 
produces 265 horsepower. With the excellent roadholding 
derived from its all-independent suspension, the car offers 
luxurious and extremely rapid transport for two people. The 
shapely body of the car has no chassis, all loads being taken 
by the stressed skin body shell, and the tubular steel front and 
fabricated rear subframes. Dunlop disc brakes (a feature on 
the Airfix model) on all four wheels are a fine match for the 
high speeds of which this car is capable. 

Since its introduction early in 1961, the Jaguar ‘E’ type’s 
breathtaking performance and exceptional value for money 
have endeared the car to countless sporting drivers. The Airfix 
kit should prove equally popular among model motorists. 


HAIL CAESAR! 


ATEST 1:12 scale Airfix kit to appear in their popular his- 
torical figures series is a seven inch tall replica of Julius Caesar. 
This kit, which sells for 3s, comprises 45 parts, moulded in 
white plastic, which assemble into a lifelike replica of this 
famous Roman. As modelled by Airfix, Caesar is wearing a 
tunic beneath his cloak, a plumed helmet and carries a baton 
in his right hand. A sword and dagger are buckled to his belt, 
while his garments are adorned by a Roman eagle and orna- 
mental bows. 
The completed model stands on an imitation stone paving 
base and, when painted from the instructions provided, is a 
colourful addition to this range, which already comprises such 





Left: The new 1:32 scale Airfix Jaguar ‘E’ type kit has 47 
parts and costs 2s. Above: Added to the 1:12 scale historic 
figures series is this 3s kit of Julius Caesar. 


other famous figures as Napoleon, Joan of Arc, Oliver Crom- 
well, Charles I, Henry VIII, Black Prince and Richard I. 

Julius Caesar, who lived from 101-44 Bc, was a distinguished 
political and military figure. He devoted his life to an effort 
to obtain power and fought many successful campaigns in 
his conquest of Western Europe, getting as far as Britain in 
54 and 53 Bc. Later, Caesar began the civil war in Rome, 
where he subsequently assumed the title of perpetual dictator. 
This led to the murder plot, ending in Marcus Brutus and his 
conspirators killing Caesar on March 15, 44 sc. After his 
death, the republic was once again plunged into civil war, 
but Caesar had left behind a legacy of administrative reform, 
as well as a revised calendar and currency. 


Below: Latest 1:600 scale model in the Airfix fleet is this 
splendid replica of ss France. The kit has 148 finely-detailed 
parts and sells for 10s 6d. 











UST to prove what an interesting hobby the study of aircraft 

serials and squadron markings can be, I came across some 
interesting facts recently when checking up on the aircraft 
that appeared at RAF displays during the Battle of Britain 
‘open days’. 

As part of the show at RAF Wyton, four Hunters gave a 
spirited display of aerobatics, beating up the field and timing 
their runs to the explosion of some pyrotechnics in the middle 
of the grass area. This was all good clean fun for the younger 
members of their audience, but to those of us who look closer 
at these things two rather significant facts were apparent. 

Firstly, each aircraft had an unusual paint scheme and 
secondly, after much study through binoculars when the air- 
craft had landed, there appeared to be the badge and insignia 
of No 63 Squadron on the noses of three of them. 

Now, No 63 Squadron disbanded some time ago and a closer 
check with Air Ministry provided the fact that the aircraft 
used for the demonstration came from the Day Fighter Leader’s 
School at RAF Binbrook, Lincolnshire. Putting two and two 
together, it would therefore appear that these aircraft are used 
as a reserve squadron and are on the strength of DFLS for 
that purpose. 

The serials of the three so marked were XG206 coded ‘E’, 
XGI161 coded ‘P’ and XF439 coded ‘V’. The aircraft coded 
‘F’ and serial XF514 had no squadron insignia but, together 
with ‘EB’, had trainer yellow painted on the dorsal spine, the 
fin (not rudder) and tailplane. ‘P’ and ‘V’ had dayglo markings 
in the same positions and across the wings in the same way 
as normal Hunter T7s. Apart from these abnormalities all air- 





craft, which were Hunter F6s, had the standard Home Fighter 
Command markings, grey and green camouflage on the upper 
surfaces, silver undersides, white fuselage serials and black 
codes on the fin. 

Unfortunately, none of the Hunters came close enough for 
a good photograph to be taken, so I am unable to back up my 
discoveries with detailed evidence. New Hunter markings are, 
however, always of interest to constructors of Airfix kits, and 
to be able to add a bright splash of yellow or dayglo to an 
otherwise rather drably camouflaged aircraft should be of 
considerable interest to many of you. 


%* My daily work brings me into contact with many interest- 
ing people who have connections with the aeronautical world. 
Last month I happened to meet Mr Andrew Watson, of Basing- 
stoke, who is one of this country’s leading authorities on bats. 
You may well wonder how bats can be connected with aviation 
but, asks Mr Watson, how many people have studied the 
flight of these winged mammals when working out aerodynamic 
problems ? 

If aircraft designers were to turn their attention for a few 
moments to the almost miraculous flight of the bat they might 
discover something completely new and, to prove it, I was 
shown some of Mr Watson’s collection. Ranging from a tiny 
pipistrelle bat, which has a wing span of some six to eight 
inches, to a mouse eared bat almost three times this size, they 
are fascinating to watch. 





Stretching plastic. This photo shows how the plastic stem is 
held in the candle flame before the two ends are pulled apart. 





Shades of the past! I received these two excellent photographs from a correspondent in Sweden, Mr Lars Erik Lundin. They show 
(left) a Fiat CR42 Falco and (right) a Gloster Gladiator, which both reside in the air museum at the Swedish F3 Wing Air Base, 
Malmslatt, Linkoping. The CR42 was known as the type J-11 in Swedish service and was used just prior to, and during, the war. The 
Gladiator is a very rare find, as it is one of the aircraft used by the Swedish voluntary unit that went to Finland during the war against 
Russia in 1939-40. Both aircraft and several more are kept in excellent condition and we hope to publish more about them later. 
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Unlike birds, with their feathered wings, the bat has a one- 
piece propulsion mechanism. A scoop at the tail acts not only 
as a means of steering, but as a dive brake as well. High speed 
film taken at 1,000 frames a second has revealed that bats fly 
with a smooth flowing action, not unlike the movement through 
the water of a giant ray. There’s no ‘flapping’ of the wings, 
the whole motion is more of a scooping action which propels 
the bat along in a smooth, almost effortless flight. 

Having overcome a rather natural hesitancy to hold one of 
the tiny creatures, I found that they were quite tame. They’ll eat 
from your hand in much the same way as any other domestic pet. 

The ‘flowing’ action of the bat’s flight has not been carefully 
studied up to now and there might be something in it. Andrew 
Watson thinks he may well be on the way to finding out some 
extraordinary things about these flying mammals, and would 
be grateful if anyone who has any knowledge of their habits 
or knows where there might be a local haunt would write to 
him through me at AIRFIX MAGAZINE. 


%* My model-making hint this month concerns the problem 
of stretching plastic stems. Many of you must have had a try 
at this and found, much to your astonishment, that it doesn’t 
always work according to the rules. The trick eluded me for 
a long time until, quite by chance, | happened to hit upon the 
knack of doing it. The secret lies in waiting for the heated stem 
to cool off a little before stretching. 

Since having first discovered the trick I can now mould al- 
most any thickness of plastic quite satisfactorily, and the uses 
that the method reveals are numerous. From undercarriage 
legs to cannon stubs, from radio masts to rigging on biplanes 
—all these can be done by heating and stretching the other- 
wise wasted stems. 

I’ve found that the heating of the stem can best be done by 
a lighted candle. The stem is placed directly in the flame or 
just a little above it, depending on how thick you want the 
resultant stretch to be. For a long thin piece, it is best to keep 
the stem in the flame until it wilts and becomes pliable over 
a length of about an inch. Move the stem backwards and 
forwards in the flame, and from side to side. This will give 
you an even amount of pliability. 

When the stem is sufficiently pliable, and not before, take 
it away from the candle flame and hold it for about ten seconds. 
Once away from the heat it will immediately start to solidify 
again, and it is then that you can start pulling the two ends 
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Unusual aircraft at the Wyton ‘Open Day’ was a USAF T-39 Sabre Liner, a type becoming increasingly prevalent in UK skies. 






apart. Do this very slowly to start with, and then increase the 
pressure depending on how long or how thick you want the 
result to be. 

By experience you will find certain coloured plastics easier 
to mould than others. My own preference is for the grey colour 
used by Airfix, or the yellow found in a number of the Frog 
kits. The Airfix silver is sometimes extremely brittle and will 
not mould very well, and [I wouldn’t advise you to try stretch- 
ing any of the chrome-plated stems found in kits of American 
manufacture. You usually end up with a stringy mess with 
these, and the chrome won’t stretch with the plastic and gen- 
erally catches fire if you aren’t careful. 

To get an absolutely straight result, continue to hold the 
two ends after you’ve done the stretching. If you let go too 
soon the plastic will bend and you'll not find enough to do the 
job you want. This is particularly important when working 
on rigging wires and undercarriage legs; radio masts don’t 
matter too much as they generally do bend slightly and this 
sometimes adds to the realism. 





Above: Still flying and certainly doing a roaring trade at Wyton 
was this Chrisair Dragon. Painted red and white, the old lady 
looked immaculate and nothing like the veteran she is. Below: 
What not to do with a Tiger! G-ANLR pranged due to an engine 
failure on take-off at the RAF Wyton Battle of Britain show. 
The two occupants were uninjured. (Photos by R. L. Ward.) 








Converting the 
Airfix Sherman 
to a Sexton 


Military modelling 


by C. O. ELLIS 





| ie ein’ gs World War 2, several types of obsolescent tanks 
found themselves given a new lease of life in the front line 
by conversion or adaptation to self-propelled guns. A classic 
example was the Valentine, which became the very successful 
SP 17 pdr ‘Archer’, but two others which will be of more 
immediate interest to modellers were the Priest and Sexton, 
both of which were based on the M3/M4 type of chassis. 

These two vehicles were of similar general appearance, the 
Priest being American designed and carrying the US 105 mm 
howitzer, while the Sexton was a British improvement on the 
Priest and mounted a 25 pdr. Basis of the Sexton was, in fact, 
the chassis of the Canadian ‘Ram’ tank but, since this vehicle 
was itself a close relative of the M4, the model can be made 
perfectly well from the Airfix Sherman kit. 


MODIFYING THE HULL TOP 


The major part of the conversion involves the hull top (Airfix 
part 43) and the first job is to cut off the machine-gun mounting, 
the moulded bracket alongside the right-hand hatch, and the 
two rear-lamp mouldings. Now refer to diagram a, which 
shows how the whole centre section of the hull top is completely 
removed. The first cut should be made aft, immediately in front 
of the rear extremities of the ‘turret ring’ coaming; then measure 
15 mm along the hull sides and make another cut, so that you 
end up with the hull top in three sections. After discarding the 
centre part, cut away the top of the front end until the whole 
upper surface is open as far forward as the hatches. 

Start assembling now, following stages 1-11 of the Airfix 





A SELF-PROPELLED GUN 
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A self-propelled 25-pdr Sexton, seen in action in NW Europe in 
1944. (Photograph by courtesy of Imperial War Museum.) 


instruction sheet, but cut a card or Plastikard ‘deck’ to fit across 
the full width of the chassis over the tops of the hull side pieces. 
With this deck firmly glued in place, the front and rear portions 
of the hull top can also be cemented in position. 

Diagrams b and c show the remaining parts you need to cut 
from card or Plastikard to complete the hull. Cement the rear 
bulkhead in position first, then the two sideplates, the two side- 
shields, and finally the frontshield, butting neatly up against 
the fronts of the hatches, which are thus concealed from view. A 
‘protectoscope’ for the driver is cut from card, scored to repre- 
sent horizontal slats, and another piece of card serves as the 
hatch on the left-hand side. This was provided primarily for 
ammunitioning and de-ammunitioning the vehicle, while the 
‘protectoscope’ was an armoured aperture which worked some- 
thing like a venetian blind to give the driver a view ahead under 
fire. 

The obvious choice for the Sexton’s armament is the 25 pdr 
howitzer from the Airfix field gun kit, but if you haven’t got to 
the stage where you can spare this vital part, then a 25 pdr can 
easily be fashioned from the 75 mm barrel in the Sherman kit 
and scraps of plastic. This gun is cemented in position with the 
trunnions close up against the frontshield aperture. In the full- 
size Sexton a well was let into the floor to accommodate the 
breech at full elevation, and I found that this feature was best 
reproduced in the model by cutting away the floor under the 
breach after the gun was in place. To make the shield blast- 
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Key to diagrams: (a) Modifying the hull top. Discard shaded section. (b) Full-size templates for sideshields and sideplates. Two of 
each required. Position of loading hatch on left-hand side shown dotted. (c) Rear bulkhead and frontshield. Note position of 
‘protectoscope’. (All dimensions in millimetres.) 
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tight, semi-circular plates were fitted each side of the gun, and 
these can be made from tiny slivers of card, though a more 
realistic ‘solid’ effect is achieved by using scrap plastic of thin 
cylindrical cross-section. 

A seat for the driver is made from card and a couple of small 
pins suffice to represent his controls. On the left-hand side of 
the gun, right up in the corner, goes a large map table from a 
10mm <5 mm scrap of card. Ammunition lockers are located in 
the after corners—a big one measuring 10 mm x8 mm on the 
right-hand side with a slightly smaller one alongside it, and a 
square locker 8 mm x 8 mm on the left-hand side. These lockers 
can be formed either from card or stripwood and should reach to 
just below the top of the sides. 


WIRE FOR GUARD RAILS 


At the rear corners of the hull the Sexton carried two promi- 
nent boxes which, in model form, need to be 8 mm long and are 
made to fit neatly on to the sloping deck face. Between these 
boxes and the gun compartment run guard rails—three each 
side—for which very thin wire of about 33 swg is of correct scale 
thickness. Cementing the rails in position is a delicate job re- 
quiring a certain amount of patience, though you don’t have to 
worry about them being absolutely straight since in real life 
they generally got well and truly bashed out of shape. Another 
single rail ran across the back of the hull between the two 
boxes, but in some cases it was replaced by a low coaming 
which can be made from a strip card. The rear deck area thus 
enclosed was used to carry all the impedimenta with which the 
Sexton went into battle. 

Apart from the usual equipment, such as jerricans, camou- 
flage net, spare track shoes, etc, Sextons carried a tarpaulin 
used to cover the gun compartment during inclement weather. 
This tarpaulin was supported by iron bars which were bracketed 
across the top, so both a tarpaulin (from folded paper) and iron 
bars (from wire) can be included among the small items cemented 
on to the rear deck. While on the subject of small details, I find 
that squares cut from discarded nylon stockings make ideal 
camouflage nets, but in this case it is vital to ensure that the 
stocking has been discarded first—otherwise you will find 
yourself unpopular with the ladies! 

All that now remains are one or two final fittings—a spool on 
the rear of the hull for field telephone cables, extended front 
dust-guards from 4 inch squares of card, and a couple of spare 
bogie wheels up front, mainly to conceal the scar of the machine- 
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A model of the actual vehicle 
illustrated on facing page. The 
position of the ammunition 
lockers can be seen in the gun 
compartment. Note the spare 
bogie wheels and track shoes 
on the front of the hull. 


gun mounting. Then your model is ready for painting and letter- 
ing. 

Six figures are required for the Sexton’s crew—commander, 
driver, gunner, layer, loader and wireless operator—and for 
these you can do no better than use the ‘ready made’ crew sup- 
plied in the field gun kit, with the addition of a radio operator 
from the infantry set. If you make several Sextons, complete 
one without a gun to act as the OP for the battery commander. 

Sextons were introduced in 1943 in good time to take a very 
active part in the 1944-45 campaign in North West Europe, their 
principal role being as close support weapons for the infantry. 
Two unnamed vehicles of 13(HAC) Regt RHA, were numbered 
S-233749 and S-233884. On the right-hand side, front and rear, 
they carried the blue and red artillery flash (a transfer for this is 
supplied in the Sherman kit) with the number 76 superimposed 
in white. This unit was part of the 11th Armoured Division whose 
formation sign, a charging black bull on a yellow rectangular 
background, should be displayed on the left-hand side front and 
rear. The Sexton illustrated, named Brentwood, belonged to 147 
Field Regt RA (The Essex Yeomanry) and was numbered 
S-233752. Its formation sign was a red fox ‘mask’ on a yellow 
disc—the 8th Armd Brigade—and beneath this badge it carried 
the numbers B3 1177 in white. 

The SP 105 mm Priest, which served with both the British and 
US forces, makes an interesting comparison with the Sexton 
and this vehicle will form the subject of a later article in this 
series. 


JOINING TANK TRACK ENDS 


BB scons was a problem brought up last month in a reader’s 
letter, so a word on the subject might be useful here. Frankly, 
[ can find no better method than the use of wire staples as 
suggested in some—but not all—of the tank kit instruction 
sheets. 


With a pin, drill a hole in each track end, place the track 
in position, then simply pop the staple through the holes and 
close the ends. Tweezers come in handy for holding the track 
ends together while this operation is carried out. 


For maximum economy, use the staples which seal the kit, 
but I prefer the much smaller, less conspicuous, and more 
pliable ‘Bambi’ type; these are also useful for many other 
modelling purposes, eg crane hooks, handrails, etc. Cost is 
about 2s per 1,000 and they are available from most stationers. 
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REALISM 


by Alex Bowie 
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Cameras as an ald to modelling = 33.2%. 
“TRUE ON 

A FEW months ago I wrote of photography as being a FILM 

useful aid to layout building, and have since been 
pressed for more information. The full story would fill a 
book, but I'll give what I think are some useful pointers, 
bearing the following in mind: (1) The average chap 
hasn’t got the ‘right’ camera. (2) He can’t afford to buy 
expensive equipment to back his efforts, but (3) He sees no 
reason why his little snapshotter can’t be used for the job. 
He happens to be right. For though many people may be 
handicapped by their equipment, they are by no means 
barred from using it. 
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First, we take the chap with the old-fashioned ‘box’. It’s 
usually of fixed focus, with single speed, and its lens is only 
about f/16 or f/11, even if it’s marked a little higher (at 
f/9 or 8) for sales appeal. The lower the number, the 
bigger the aperture size. But don’t get confused—tf/8 is 
twice as large as f/11, not twice f/16. Well, that f/16 is 
adequate, for the smaller the better, within reason. 





The fixed focus isn’t so suitable though, but there is a 
way round it. First get a set of three close-up lenses—the 
cheap ones are good enough. These are graded in diopters, 
but are usually called 1, 2 and 3 because the makers 
realise that technicalities are only for those who like them. 
Fit each in turn to your lens, and you will have three dis- 
tinct close-up positions which increase enormously the 
scope of the camera. The lenses all look alike, so paint a 
spot on the edges, a different colour for each. This makes 
for quick identification. 
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Your pictures will have to be arranged so that they fall  ——— 
sharply within these three fixed ranges (Fig 1). But you PROFESSIONAL CAMERA Le ha A 
can’t guess where the ranges might be. The close-up lenses SWING. OR TILT, (3ACK 3 FRONT 

f 








——_—_—=—"_"“ (EL, 
‘agg oriitas gigs. | 

ee ere | 

actiig % u v 

| 3 : F 3 Ys 

“ ° 

2 - 





— 


CLOSE UP LENSES GIVE TWO OR THREE 
USEFUL OVER LAPPING F7RANGES. 
CR MORE WITH A FOCUSSING CAMERA. 





Airfix Magazine 








will have a little chart worked out for you, but I’m afraid 
it has its limitations. The best thing is to get a piece of 
finely-ground glass from the same shop. Open the camera, 
using this as a viewer (Fig 2). 

Now proceed as follows, with each close-up lens in turn. 
Move the camera towards some well-lighted print, until the 
print is absolutely sharp. Measure the distance from lens 
to print, and jot it down—a different measurement for each 
close-up lens. As these will possibly overlap, you won’t be 
so badly off. 

But remember that the depth of focus is far less than at 
normal distances, and thus you can only include so much 
of the layout sharply in each picture. Fortunately, this is 
a good thing anyway, for a picture should tell its message 
clearly without distracting details. The only trouble with 
close-up lenses is that they do upset the definition, what- 
ever might be claimed otherwise. This is not particularly 
obvious, though. 

People who have folding cameras or non-reflex 35s can 
use similar means, but you will find that they can choose 
a constantly variable range of close-ups. Quite a number 
can be marked in the little book, in steps of, say, three to 
Six inches. 

Owners of elaborate cameras are usually of the advanced 
type, who don’t need advice from me, but we can touch on 
their equipment, which takes all the measuring and guess- 
work out of close-up photography. First there are reflexes, 
twin and single lens. These are the tops, but they cost a 
lot of money. 


SUGGESTED MAKES OF CAMERA 


Nevertheless, there are some passably good cheap ones, 
quite capable of taking very sharp pictures, if stopped 
down to small apertures. Thus, as stopping down is essen- 
tial anyway, you’re not so badly off. Suggested makes are 
the Hong Kong-made Halina twin lens, at well under £10, 
new and various simplified Japanese and East European 
versions, at between £10 and £20. There is also the Russian 
Lubitel at £5 to £6. I bought a discontinued German 
Photina, to supplement my existing twin lens. Much to my 
surprise, it was at least as good at the smaller apertures. 
Second-hand versions sell at about £10. It’s no longer 
made, but don’t worry, it uses standard German com- 
ponents, and is still serviced. A/] these cameras can be 
bought secondhand. 

The best camera of all is what some people refer to in- 
correctly as the old-fashioned plate. This is the type siill 
used professionally for the best close-up work, and for 
commercial photography requiring the maximum detail. 

You can divide this camera into roughly two types—the 
professional model, which has various ‘movements’ to 
allow for specialised work, and the amateur model—a 
cheap but sturdy version with limited movements. Ill des- 
cribe only those movements which the layout owner will 
find useful. 

First, the double extension which allows the lens to be 
brought out so far that very close-up pictures are possible. 
Not only that, it does it without upsetting the acceptable 
definition. The second useful movement is the ground 
viewing screen, which ensures spot-on focus and helps in 
composing the picture. 

Then there’s what are called the tilting front and tilting 
back—some cameras have both. We'll consider the tilting 
back, remembering that the front works on a _ roughly 
similar principle. Suppose you want to take a sharp picture 
from one end of a layout to another. You tilt the back so 
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that one part of the plate is nearer to the lens than the 
other. This means that you have a different focus, extend- 
ing from the top of the plate to the bottom, as at Fig 3. 
So, if you arrange things satisfactorily, it is possible to take 
a picture in which all distances are sharp, if you arrange 
things correctly. 

I haven’t much space left, but here’s some advice. Plate 
cameras with all the movements are either expensive, if 
new, or can be rickety and unreliable if old. A_ safer 
proposition is an amateur plate camera, usually metal 
bodied. And a tilting back can be faked up as shown in 
Fig 4. 

Thus you will be fairly well equipped for model or lay- 
out photography. Just one thing to remember: the aperiure 
number of a lens is determined not by its physical size but 
by dividing the focal length by the diameter of the 
iris aperture. So a lens with a diameter of one inch and 
a focal length of four inches, has a relative aperture of f/4. 
Size + in has a relative aperture of f/8, and so on (Fig 5). 

Thus it follows that when you rack a bellows or helical 
tube camera well out, its relative aperture becomes smaller, 
ie with the bellows 6 inches long. the aperture is f/6, and 
more exposure will be needed to compensate. Don’t forget 
this small point. But time’s up, so more later. 
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BY BERT LAMKIN 





Modifying cars to 
suit the circuit 


HE three-lane circuit described last 

month has now been given a pretty 
thorough testing, using modified Airfix 
cars, and some very ‘hairy’ dicing went 
on! The close proximity of the slots 
in certain places called for quick 
‘lifting off on occasions. The 180-degree 
left-hander after leaving the fly-over 
needed particularly close attention. 
All three lanes had their problem here, 
and practice with individual cars was 
needed to negotiate it successfully. 

The controls are sited at the end 
adjacent to the raised loop, and this 
gives maximum visibility, although 
the cars are out of sight underneath 
the arches. I guess one left it to the 
‘driver’ in the car on this section! The 
start-finish line halfway along the long 
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straight was sited on the assumption 
that one started cleanly and with suffi- 
cient straight after the last corner to 
‘make a dash for it’. 

A point to bear in mind here with 
regard to miniature race tracks is that 
the circuit does not always necessarily 
want to follow a full-size prototype 
too closely. If it does, you find that 
the cars are out of the ‘driver’s’ sight 
on certain sections, and quite a bit of 
‘remote driving’ is called for. Thus, it 
is often prudent to sacrifice accuracy 
for controllability 

Being in one unit, with all the road 
joints masked, the circuit described 
gives the cars a very smooth and quiet 
ride, but the layout is fairly heavy and 
so needs good sturdy supports. I 
should, perhaps, emphasise that each 
lane has its own independent power 
supply, which stops your rival using 
voltage surge to bring you ‘unstuck’. 

The cost is always a prime considera- 





An Airfix Porsche, showing the modifica- 
tions that were carried out, as detailed in 
the text. 


tion when building a model layout. 
My three-lane circuit worked out at 
around £16, but if you have the slots 
in the insulation board cut _ profes- 
sionally it could possibly amount to 
something in the region of £25. 

If you wanted to produce the same 
layout using commercial track sections, 
it would have to be a two-lane circuit 
and the cost would range from £14-16, 
depending upon which track was used. 
Obviously, you cannot get the same 
lap length in the 8 ftx4 ft area if 
you want four lanes. 

If it is a question of your own labour, 





The ingenious, but simple fly-over design 
is clearly shown in this view. 
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then a Flexislot track will, of course, 
take quite a bit longer to complete. 
[ would also repeat that I think this 
kind of track is best in one piece, but 
this is a matter of individual choice. 

Commercial cars will not run on 
Flexislot without some modifications. 
This means thinner guide pins and 
repositioning of the pick-up braids. 
With Airfix cars this is easily achieved. 
First, one dismantles the car by re- 
moving the two screws underneath. 
The two axle assemblies are then re- 
moved and the motor lead _ braids 
withdrawn from their slots in the car 
base. Two new slots are then made 
between the guide pin holes. These 
new slots are spaced the same distance 
apart as the conductors on the track. 
A small drill and needle file are used 
to make these slots. The pick-up leads 
are then threaded through, while the 
guide pins on the front axle assembly 
are now removed—a razor blade will 
do this after disconnecting the track 
rod. 

Next drill through the track rod and 
axle, where the guide pin was, with a 
No 51 drill. Then, 10 BA bolts are 
screwed into these holes to form the 
new guide pins. A locking nut is used 
underneath. The head of the _ bolt 
through the track rod will need filing 
before re-fitting to the axle, presuming 
you are using cheese-headed bolts. 
The projection of the bolts beneath 
should be the same as the original 
guide pins. 


Pick-up adjustment 


The car can now be re-assembled 
and the pick-ups shortened, their ends 
being in line with the rear guide pin 
when in contact with the track. It is 
an advantage to ‘tease’ out these ends 
to provide a wide lateral sweep. 

Once again, I must emphasise the 
importance of correct adjustment of 
the pick-ups—the front wheels should 
not be off the ground. The car’s per- 
formance is very much dependent on 
this single factor. 

While I was modifying the cars I 
decided to improve their appearance. 
The driver’s arms were cut off at the 
shoulder and re-cemented to register 
with the steering wheel. He was then 
repainted in flat colours, and details 
such as goggle straps, etc, were painted 
on, using a very fine brush. The seat 
was also painted in matt and the inside 
of the lower half of the body given 
a coat of flat black. When this was dry, 
the outside was painted in gloss, dark 
green for the Cooper. A perspex wind- 
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screen was fitted, using paper as a 
template. Small lugs were allowed for 
in cutting out, inserted in holes drilled 
in the body and cemented on the inside. 

The plastic roll bar was replaced 
by a wire paper clip bent to shape. 
The top half of the body was painted 
in gloss, with flat black and_ silver 
picking out the details of air intakes, 
etc. The tyres were removed and the 
wheels painted in accordance with the 
prototype. (Incidentally, when the full- 
size wheels are painted it is usually 
only on the outside.) 

I also replaced the plastic exhaust 
pipes with short lengths of steel rod, 
making sure to square off the ends, 
and touching with flat black to suggest 
‘hollowness’. 


Numbers in sequence 


It is a good idea to put on your rac- 
ing numbers in sequence with the 
purchase of the car, which will thus 
indicate their age. With regard to the 
numbers themselves, you should take 
note of what the various marques do 
in practice. Some paint the number 
direct on to the body, while others use 
a circular background, mostly white, 
but black discs are also used, with 
the number superimposed. 

The actual number should be quite 
bold and so placed as to be unobstruct- 
ed by bodywork, etc. The one on the 
front is usually inclined about 45 de- 
grees to right or left, depending on the 
position of the timekeepers on the 
particular circuit. I can assure you 
that there have been some very peeved 
competitors with unrecorded times 





This aerial picture gives a good indica- 
tion of the excellent length of track com- 
hined in a space measuring only 8 ft by 
4 ft. 

due to not paying enough attention to 
their numbers. As to the actual size 
of the numerals, on the prototype they 
are not smaller than 12 inches high 
and two inches wide. Formula | Grand 
Prix racing cars often carry a number 
twice this size. So there is plenty of 
scope on the model. 

The hour or so spent on the Airfix 
cars is well worthwhile; it gives that 
individual touch and I am sure adds 
extra mph! But make sure each part 
you paint is dry before you pass on 
to the next and don’t ‘gum up the 
works’. 
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Close-up shot of revised guide pins and pick-up positions to enable Airfix cars to run 
on Flexislot track. 
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The ss AVALON (6,720 tons gross), British Railways’ largest vessel, which was recently introduced on their Harwich-Hook of Holland 


RITISH Railways introduced a new 


vessel on their Harwich - Hook of 


Holland night service a few weeks ago, 
to replace their Duke of York. The new 
ship is the ss Avalon, built by Alexander 
Stephen and Sons, Limited, Linthouse, 
Glasgow, and, at 6,720 tons gross, is 
now the largest vessel in the British 
Railways fleet. The Avalon has three 
continuous decks—main, upper and 
shelter—with promenade and navigating 
bridge decks above. A lower deck is 
arranged forward and aft of the mach- 
inery spaces. 

The ship has two self-supporting 
masts, a funnel designed to ensure that 
smoke is kept clear of the decks, a 
raked plated stem and a cruiser stern. 
She has a double bottom for fresh and 
ballast water and diesel oil, and deep 
tanks for boiler oil and water ballast. 
The Avalon, which is of all-welded 
construction and was built using modern 
prefabrication techniques with units 
weighing up to 40 tons each, is a twin- 
screw geared turbine vessel with a length 
oa of 405 ft, a moulded breadth of 57 ft 
6 in and a service speed of 214 knots. 
Denny-Brown-AEG stabilisers are fitted 
to ensure minimum rolling. 

In addition to her twin rudders, a 
bow rudder and a Vickers bow side- 
thrust unit have been fitted to facilitate 
movements in harbour and when 
berthing. The Ava/on is a two-class ship 
and has accommodation for 750 first- 
and second-class passengers and crew. 
She also has space for cargo and a 
limited number of cars. 


The ‘Medway Queen’ 


ANY shiplovers are hoping that 

the Paddle Steamer Preservation 
Society will organise an appeal to save 
the Medway Queen, the last of the 
Thames and Medway paddle steamers, 
from the breakers’ yard. The veteran 
paddler was withdrawn from service by 


78 





PNY 


oR. a. Tx. ~ greg ty 
wll | AR Seeetecnns 


oe A 
eee eT 8 






. Beye ee 
hve, 
ss Ot 





night service. 








by A. J. Day 








her owners, the New Medway Steam 
Packet Co, Limited, in September. 
Numerous reasons were responsible for 
the Medway Queen being taken out of 
service, one of the most significant being 
that she was experiencing a_ steady 
decline in passengers. 

The Medway Queen was built in 1924 
in Scotland by the Ailsa Shipbuilding 


Company, Troon, with a_ shallow 
draught designed for crossing the 
Thames estuary and entering such 


shallow coastal resorts as Herne Bay. 
She was particularly well known between 
the two World Wars, when thousands 
of trippers used to take day excursions 
from Strood, Chatham, to Southend, 
Clacton and Herne Bay. In 1940 she 
became famous as one of the ‘little 
ships’ that went to Dunkirk. 


An Esso Giant 


HE steam turbine tanker Esso Den 

Haag (90,000 tons dw), completed 
recently by Verolme United Shipyards, 
Rotterdam, for Esso Nederland NV, 
The Hague, is not only the Netherlands’ 
biggest merchant vessel, but is also the 
largest ship ever built in a Dutch ship- 
yard—a double first. The main dimen- 
sions of the Esso Den Haag are: length 
oa, 855 ft 10 in; moulded breadth, 125 
ft; and moulded depth, 62 ft 6 in. 
Having a draught fully laden of 47 ft 
5 in, she can enter only two British 
ports—Fawley and Milford Haven. 

The vessel has twin funnels aft, each 
about 42 ft 8 in high; the bridge and the 
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The largest vessel ever built on the River 

Tees, the motor bulk carrier ESS1 GINA 

(55,400 tons dw) was also, at the time of 

her completion recently, the largest bulk 
carrier ever constructed. 


entire accommodation are also situated 
aft. The ship’s hull is divided into 39 
tanks, of which wing tanks Nos 7 and 8 
are for ballast only. Total capacity of 
the tanks is about 3,900,000 cu ft, and 
cargo is handled by three steam-driven 
pumps. The Pametrada-designed cross- 
compound turbine develops 26,500 shp 
and gave the ship a speed of 18 knots on 
her trials. The vessel has a complement 
of 75. 


Largest ever bulk carrier 


NOTHER double first was recorded 
by the motor bulk carrier Essi 
Gina (55,400 tons dw) for she is the 
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largest vessel ever to be built on the 
River Tees and, at the time of her 
completion, she was also the largest 
bulk carrier yet constructed, having a 
length oa of 800 ft I in, a moulded 
breadth of 101 ft 6 in and a moulded 
depth to the upper deck of 57 ft. The 
Essi Gina was built for Interessentskapet 
Eskimo, Oslo, by the Haverton Hill-on- 
Tees shipyard of the Furness Ship- 
building Co, Limited. She has a single 
deck with a poop and forecastle, and a 
bridge arranged just forward of amid- 
ships; and was constructed under a 
special survey to obtain Lloyd’s Register 
100 Al Class ‘Strengthened for Heavy 
Cargoes’ with strength for carriage of 
full deadweight distributed throughout 
all holds or with certain holds empty. 

There are eight main cargo hatches, 
each 50 ft wide. Four of the holds are 
forward of the amidship deep tanks 
and four are aft, and they have been so 
designed that it is not necessary to have 
shifting boards when grain cargoes are 
being carried. The main propelling 
machinery consists of a Sulzer type 
1ORD76 diesel engine, built under 
licence by Hawthorn Leslie (Engineers), 
Limited. The engine has 10 cylinders 
with a bore of 760 mm and a stroke of 
1,550 mm, is smooth running down to 
30 rpm, with free forces completely 
balanced, and is designed for a maximum 
service power of 15,000 bhp at 119 rpm. 


Diamond dredger 
HAD thought that most types of 
vessels had been mentioned in these 
notes until, the other day, I received 
some # details of a floating diamond 


The steam turbine tanker ESSO DEN HAAG (90,000 tons dw), the Netherlands’ biggest merchant ship and the largest vessel ever built 
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A new type of vessel, the ApB 45, a floating diamond mining plant to be operated off the 


i 


South African coast by the Marine Diamond Corporation. 


mining plant. This new type of ship is 
the result of a conversion job under- 
taken at the Bethlehem Steel Company’s 
Beaumont, Texas, shipyard, on an ex- 
US Navy LST (Landing Ship Tank). 
The unusual craft was to retain her 
original name APB45 (Auxiliary Person- 
nel Barracks) until she arrived in Cape 
Town, South Africa, where she was to 
be renamed by her owners, the Marine 
Diamond Corporation, who are pioneer- 
ing a method of marine mining of 
diamonds by jet suction pipelines. 

The company argue that as_ rich 
diamond deposits had been uncovered 
near the south-west African shoreline, 
diamonds must also exist nearby in the 
sea. During the past year, the company 
have been operating tugs and barges 
dredging the gravel from the sea bed, 
processing it aboard ship and returning 
the waste to the sea. It is reported that 


in a Dutch yard. 





more than 30,000 carats of rough 
diamonds, mostly of gem quality, were 
recovered in these first 12 months. 


New warships 


RECENT addition to the Fleet 
was the new HMS Kent, third of 
the County-class destroyers armed with 
Seaslug and Seacat missiles, built by 
Harland and Wolff, Limited, Belfast. 
The first of a new class of marine 
service vessels was launched in September 
at the Birkenhead shipyard of Cammeil 
Laird and Co (Shipbuilders and Engin- 
eers), Limited. The Mandarin, as the 
ship will be named, is of the Wild Duck- 
class and will be used for mooring, 
salvage and boom work. Previously 
these three tasks have been separately 
undertaken by specialist vessels, but now 
the one vessel will be able to give all 
three services. 
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Author’s sketch, right, showing detail of crank assembly. 


VERY railway modeller is familiar with the old-style gated 

level crossing, and almost every layout incorporates one 
in some form. The comparatively new Continental-type lifting 
barrier crossings are an entirely different proposition, however. 
Introduced quite recently on railways in this country, from the 
modelling point of view they have great possibilities as a working 
accessory. I have been intrigued by them ever since I came 
across one of the first installed in this country at Spath Crossing, 
north of Uttoxeter. 

On full-sized railways, these crossings can be controlled 
automatically by the approaching train, or by a signalman in 
his cabin. Spath is one of the train-controlled types. The 
approach of a train sets in motion automatically a series of 
warnings—to halt traffic and pedestrians at the crossing—which 
take the form of twin flashing red lights and the sounding of 
two-tone gongs (these can be omitted in a built-up area). After 
these visible and audible warnings, two red and white striped 
barriers descend, each carrying red lights and sealing off half 


THE FIRST OF A TWO-PART 
ARTIGLE THAT TELLS 
YOU HOW TO BUILD 


A working lifting barrier 


the road. The gongs cease once the barriers are down. After 
the train has passed, the barriers rise and all lights are 
extinguished. But if another train approaches from the opposite 
direction, the barriers remain down, the lights stay on and 
another sign lights up showing ‘Second Train Coming’. 

The various items to be worked are as follows: 

1. Two barriers to be raised or lowered simultaneously. 

2. Twin red warning lights—each pair flashing alternately. 

3. ‘Second Train Coming’ sign to be lit as required. 

(I omitted any attempt to reproduce the two-tone gongs!) 

In making this model I laid down certain conditions. All 
mechanisms were to be above the baseboard. The model was 
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to be as cheap as possible, and as simple as I could make it. 
Automatic controls for working the crossing from approaching 
trains can be made by the more experienced modeller—though 
most will be content with a simple hand-worked control panel. 

At first I thought that doing everything on top of the base- 
board was going to make the job much more difficult. Now 
the model is complete, and comparing it with other working 
level crossings I have seen, I realise in fact that the mechanism 
is much easier and more straightforward this way—and_ it 
saves a lot of backache in installation and adjustment. 

Until recently the number of bulbs required might have 
made this a prohibitively-expensive model. Now that ‘grain 
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of wheat’ bulbs are available in this country at about Is each 
the problem is not so acute, but even so some simplification 
of the number of red warning lights can be made on the grounds 
of economy, without losing any realism. In the prototype there 
are four pairs of these lights, two sets for each traffic direction. 
In the model one set for each direction should be enough. 

Notice that the ‘Second Train Coming’ sign is mounted 
across the track from the traffic it faces. In the photograph 
of my model I have had to turn my sign round so that it shows 
its aspect to the camera, the second side of the crossing being 
dismantled to show the operating mechanism. 

To work the model, three things are needed, a solenoid or 








Aerial view of model crossing, with mechanism on one 
side exposed to show the method of operation of the 
barriers. 


point motor to raise and lower the barriers, a rotary drum 
switch to operate the flashing warning lights and a simple 
on/off switch to control the ‘Second Train Coming’ signal. 

It would, of course, be all right to work each barrier by 
a separate solenoid, but I have worked them both from one 
through a simple lever linkage mechanism. My track is laid in 
foam plastic ballast strip, and the strip is cut to leave a slot 
beneath the track near the centre of the crossing to clear the 
main operating arm. If you lay your track directly on the 
baseboard, two or three sleepers will have to be cut away or 
omitted to allow the necessary clearance. 

The main operating arm is a strip of 0.04 inch Plastikard 
pivoted on a 00 screw; a washer below and above the arm will 
allow adjustment so that there is neither tightness nor sloppiness. 
A wire from each end of the arm connects to the two crank 
assemblies that transmit movement to the barriers. Connecting 
wires are cut and bent so that each crank is parallel to the 
baseboard when operating arm is at right angles to the track. 

The crank assemblies are separate units in thickish plastic. 
The cranks themselves are either cut and drilled from sheet 
brass or you can buy S & B signal cranks from your local 
model railway shop. They are pivoted on Tri-ang TT shouldered 
crank pins which are ideal for the purpose. The position of 
the crank units is determined by placing the ramp section of 
the level crossing in place and pencilling round the post insert 
hole on to the baseboard. 

Space this month prevents me from detailing the rest of the 
construction of this interesting model. The conclusion will 
appear in next month’s issue. Copyright, Mike Bryant, 1963. 


Far left: The Spath Crossing barriers open to road traffic. 
Left: Barriers closed to road traffic, and ‘Second Train Coming’ 
sign illuminated. Photos by courtesy of British Railways. 
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IRCRAFT markings are ever-changing, and modifications 

are likewise frequent. Evidence of these points has arisen 
in relation to some of the topics already discussed in previous 
Profiles. An opportune moment now arises, at the close of the 
1963 air display season, for us to consider how we may bring 
our models up-to-date, and at the same time make appropriate 
additions to earlier Profiles. 

The months following our May issue have seen a most attrac- 
tive array of markings being applied to the RAF’s Lightnings. 
It was possible in May only to 
detail the colours carried by the 
aircraft of three squadrons, and 
we may now consider more. 
Mk IAs have been seen as the 
‘Firebirds’ of No 56 Sqn at many 
displays, resplendent in their red 
spines, fins and rudders and wing 
and tailplane leading edges. At- 
tracted by the brilliance of their 
colouring, I decided to complete 
a model of one of the team’s air- 
craft, and chose XM178. I found 
that painting the small markings 
was simpler than I had imagined it 
would be. [I used glossy paints 
and lightly rubbed with a finger 
the areas to be overpainted with 
squadron markings. The red and 
white nose checks need to be 
outlined in pale blue, and the 
almost flat area on the sides of 
the nose makes this relatively 
simple. 

For the purist, the underwing serials as supplied with the 
Airfix Lightning will need to be trimmed, for the strokes in the 
letters and digits are too wide. The positions of the serials are 
standardised on 56’s aircraft, unlike the extent of the red 
striping on the wing and tail leading edges. XMI171:A and 
XM175:E have much wider trim extending about one inch back 
from the leading edge at the wing root on the models, whereas 
XM173:C, XM178:H and XM172:B are three which need red 
striping about 2 inch wide at the wing root, tapering to almost 
nothing at the tip. The wide wing stripe aircraft have tailplane 
stripes twice as wide as on the narrow-striped machines. 

No 92 Squadron flies the Mk 2 Lightning which, from a 
modeller’s point of view, is almost identical to the Mk 1A, and 





Bringing model 
markings 
up-to-date 


requires no modification. The squadron’s aircraft have blue 
fins and rudders, at the tip of which a small white individual 
letter appears. Below this the squadron’s cobra motif is painted, 
on a white disc. On the nose of 92’s aircraft is painted a red 
and yellow arrowhead flash. 

No 19 Squadron also flies Mk 2s, upon the noses of which 
appear the squadron’s blue and white check markings similar to, 
although slightly smaller than, those on 56’s fighters. On a white 
background on the fins is applied a replica of the squadron’s 


grey-green dolphin crest. Indi- 
vidual letters are black and 
appear standard in_= size at 


the fin tips of the aircraft. On 
Battle of Britain Day, XN780:H 
appeared in full squadron regalia 
at Finningley, while at Wadding- 
ton XN787:M was seen, shorn of 
squadron colours. It will be in- 
teresting to see if 19 Squadron 
adopts coloured fins for its air- 
craft—pale blue and white sug- 
gest themselves as_ possibilities, 
colours which have been associ- 
ated with 19’s aeroplanes since 
the 1920s. 

Until recently the Lightning 
Conversion Squadron—now re- 
ferred to as 226 OCU—operated 
only Mk 4 trainers. Now these 
and the unit’s newly-acquired 
Mk Is have appeared with red 
spines and fins. An arrowhead of 
white edges into the red fin area, 
and the rudder is white. too. White arrowheads are also 
painted aft of the canopy, and a small shield and sword 
device is painted on the fin, making the OCU’s aircraft 
possibly the most alluring of the Lightnings to model. 
Remember, if you chose one of their mark Is, (such as 
XM166 which carries ‘166’ in large black figures on its 
nose) to cut away the long spines on the lower sides of 
the fuselage which were featured first on the 1A. When 
the Lightning entered service it was thought to be the least 
attractive of any fighter, but the appealing colours which 
have since been applied make it one of the most colourful 
of the post-war years, and most tempting and _straight- 
forward to model. 





A tempting model choice, Lightning XN725 converted to Mk 3 fitted with overwing ferrying tanks. 
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WT712, a Hunter GAI1 
in standard finish for 
this type of aircraft. She 
carries a red flash on her 
underwing tanks. 


gveveneanies: enrrmit 


A simple conversion of the Lightning is suggested by the 
accompanying photograph of a Mk 3 development aircraft 
fitted with large overwing ferrying tanks, a unique sight for 
any collection. Similarly, a flight-refuelling probe can easily be 
fitted. In our May issue we referred to the red outline applied to 
No 111 Sqn’s yellow Cross of Jerusalem. The squadron’s early 
aircraft had this, but now the cross is outlined in black—so yet 
a further point of interesting detail awaits incorporation, for 
surely it is these small items that give the perfection we all seek 
to models. 


April 1961’s Profile suggested finishes and modifications 


~ 


applicable to the Hawker Hunter. Such changes as have been 
apparent on the Hunters since that time again are by way of 
detail, eg additional aerials. More important, though, is the fact 
that many Mk 6s have been modified into Mk 9 ground-attack 
aircraft, which are frequently seen carrying two of the large 
230-gallon drop tanks, sometimes supplemented by two 100- 
gallon tanks. No 54 Squadron currently flies Mk 9s with yellow 
and blue checks on the nose, flanking a white disc which forms 
the background for the squadron’s blue lion rampant. ‘L’ of the 


Hunter FGA9, XG260, 
‘B’ of No 54 Squadron, 
fitted with two 230- 
gallon long-range tanks, 
ard wearing the latest 
markings of the squad- 


ron. She retains the 
older type of glossy 
finish. 
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squadron is XE597. On their fins these aircraft have a yellow 
disc bearing a blue individual aircraft letter, in the style of 
several of the now disbanded Tactical Air Force units. 

That the days of the Mk 6 are not over was proved on Battle 
of Britain Day, when several 6s with provision for rocket 
projectiles appeared. One was XF418 from the Fighter Combat 
School at Binbrook. She had a dayglo red spine and fin, with 
‘T’ in black at the fin tip and a white fuselage serial now custom- 
ary on camouflaged fighters. On her nose were small black and 
yellow checks flanking a hatchet design on a white disc. She was 
fitted with four wing pylons, and had two 100-gallon tanks in 


C-9, the Dutch Air 
Force Fokker F27 men- 
tioned in the text. 


place. One RP rack was situated under each wing tip, two between 
the pylons under each wing. 

A very simple conversion produces the FR10 used in Germany 
and East of Suez. No 4 Squadron sent one of its FR10s, XJ714, 
to Biggin Hill for the recent display there. It had a braking 
chute placed as on the Mk 9, red-black and yellow squadron 
markings on the rear fuselage and a white fuselage serial. The 
white letter at the fin tip was ‘B’. A Mk 10 which has been used 

Continued on next page 
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Two views of the Belvedere, depicting the camouflage 
pattern applied to the aircraft. Codes, serials, etc, are white. 
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by No 8 Squadron at Aden is XE589:V. These Hunters retain 
the usual green-grey-silver paintwork, which has recently been 
somewhat improved by an extremely high gloss finish, specially 
devised to increase its durability during low level sorties, when 
aircraft have quickly become disfigured in rainstorms and as 
they collide with insects and dust particles. 

A further Hunter variant easily produced is the GA11, a naval 
shore-based conversion from the Hunter Mk 4. Nose gun ports 
have been faired over and the standard naval fighter finish— 
dark sea grey with white undersides—is applied to these aircraft. 
Serials, lettering and radio call numbers are white on the grey 
areas, black on the white and are carried as depicted in the 
photograph. A Hunter in its Mk 4 state, and as a GAII after 
conversion, would make an interesting unit. WT810, used by 
247 Sqn as ‘W’ and based at Odiham in 1955-56, has been 
converted to a Mk 11, coded 694 on the nose, and carries ‘LM’ 
on her fin. She was to be seen this year at Lossiemouth in the 
hands of 764 Sqn. 


CHANGES TO THE BELVEDERE 


Since November 1962, when additions to the markings on 
helicopters were noted in Profile, there has been little change. 
The Whirlwind Mk 10 has almost entirely supplanted earlier 
marks in RAF hands, and the ASR squadrons are using only 
Mk 10s, painted yellow and having black trim. One helicopter 
which has undergone slight change is the Belvedere. The form 
in which it is marketed by Airfix is its early production version. 
It is some years since the fins on the Belvedere gave way to what 
amounts to being a ‘double anhedral tailplane’, simply produced 
on the model. The production aircraft first appeared silver, with 
white top decking and a roundel blue line along their fuselages. 
Letters and numbers were black. 

These colours remain on the Belvederes on No 26 Squadron 
which, this year, has added small replicas of the markings 
carried previously on the noses of its Hunters. They 
are positioned on the rear rotor pylon. XG457 carries them and 
the black code ‘D’. The home-based Belvedere squadron, No 72 
stationed at Odiham, has similarly-applied squadron markings 
as previously carried on its Javelins, on its green-grey-silver 
helicopters. Their individual aircraft letters are white, also the 
serials and the inscription ‘ROYAL AIR FORCE’ along the 
fuselage roof. The Belvederes have red-white-blue roundels 
above and below the tailplane. 
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Last November’s Profile also carried reference to the Jet 
Provost, and the simple modifications required to convert the 
Airfix model to a Mk 4 were noted. The past year has seen many 
Jet Provosts, both Mk 3 and 4, appear in what has become 
colloquially known as ‘strip dayglo’. This has been replacing 
the early orange and later red dayglo paint on many trainer 
types and large transports. To produce replicas of trainers wear- 
ing the strip material is extremely difficult, for on the full-sized 
aircraft the natural finish peers through in only very narrow 
stripes, leading to a most complex pattern. Fortunately most of 
the Jet Provosts seen have had a reasonably straightforward 
pattern, although it varies in detail on the earlier machines. 

Each side of the rear fuselage appears to carry three stripes 
and there are one or two on the belly. The sides of the nose carry 
two or three stripes, and the tip tanks also have one or two. The 
outer wing panels have a complex pattern, likewise the flaps. 
These dayglo markings are a very rich red, and make the initial 
orange colour look quite insipid. A Jet Provost T3 with them is 
XN496:31, which wears the light blue band trimmed in dark 
blue featured by aircraft based at Cranwell. This encircles the 
rear fuselage only, and upon it is superimposed the green college 
crest on a white base. XN496 bears seven strips on her rear 
fuselage, six on her nose and one on the side of each tip tank. 
Eight short paired strips appear on the outer wing, and the 
flaps also have dayglo trim in strips. There can be no doubt that 
it is easiest to paint the dayglo areas on the model then over- 
paint with silver, or attempt to apply finely cut Sellotape. A fine 
brush and a steady hand seems the best way! 


A FINE FRIENDSHIP MODEL 


Attracting much attention at Waddington on Battle of Britain 
Day was a Fokker F27 of the Dutch Air Force, which was 
accompanying a team of T-33As for the flying show. It would 
make a very fine model, easily adapted from the Airfix Friend- 
ship. Its fuselage lower half was glossy light grey and the upper 
half was glossy white. The wings and engine nacelles were 
entirely light grey, also the tailplane. ‘C-9’ on the fin and 
‘KONINKLUKE LUCHTMACHT?’ on the fuselage below the 
windows were painted in black. A blue line ran the length of the 
fuselage, and the nose, under section of the fuselage below the 
tailplane, fin fillett and wing tips wore dayglo. The anti-dazzle 
panel was black. The Dutch ‘roundel’ appeared on the rear 
fuselage sides, above the port wing tip and below the starboard. 

Yes, aircraft markings are ever-changing, which is perhaps 
fortunate for those whom they interest! Having looked at some 
recent changes, Profile will resume its more normal course in the 
next issue. M. J. F. Bowyer 






Nose markings applied to the Light- 
ning 2s of No 19 Sqn. Shaded checks 
light blue, unshaded white. The longer 

group is placed nearest the nose. 


Nose markings of No 92 Sqn. Shaded 
areas in arrowhead are red, unshaded 
parts yellow. 
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N WITH 
HE SHOW! 


NORMAN SIMMONS describes the new models that 
appeared at the Model Rail and Road Hobby Show 


HE annual Model Railway Hobby Show, held at the 

Central Hall, Westminster, in September, has always 
been a popular autumn event for modellers. The 1963 show 
changed its name to the ‘Model Rail and Road Hobby 
Show’—in clear recognition of the established popularity 
of model roadways and slot racing. It was well supported 
by manufacturers, retailers and clubs, covering both rail 
and road interests, and saw the debut of many intriguing 
models. 

New model railway items were to be found in abundance. 
On one of the most attractive stands at the show, Robert 
Wills displayed beautifully completed examples of his 
Finecast range of 4 mm scale locomotives, including the 
latest GWR saddle tank, now available at 39s 6d, plus 23s 
for the special chassis. Yet another new kit on display, 
which will shortly be available, is the LMS 4F Fowler 
0-6-0 goods locomotive. The price of the kit will be 65s, 
plus 23s for the special chassis. 

TT gauge was well supported by GEM. Their recently- 
introduced LNWR Prince of Wales 4-6-0 has now been 
joined by two more LNWR locomotives, a George V and 
a Precursor, both 4-4-0s. These kits are now available, 
price 35s each including chassis and bogie. K’s tender 
chassis and Romford driving and bogie wheels are extra. 
A very neat GWR 14XX 0-4-2T was also on display for 
the first time, together with GEM’s new TT GWR signals. 
An outstanding new development from GEM is their 
54 mm scale, TT 12 mm gauge Festiniog Railway. A full 
range of rolling stock and the Prince 0-4-0 tender loco- 
motive is available and even narrow gauge trackwork with 
correct size sleepers and sleeper spacing. 

K’s latest 4 mm locomotive kit, the LMS Black Stanier 
Class 5 4-6-0 was displayed, and was on sale on W & H 
Models’ stand, price £9 7s 3d. This kit includes motor, 








Top to bottom: New Peco private owner containers and 
flat wagon; and the shortly-to-be-available Wills Lit of the 
LMS 4F Fowler 0-6-0 goods loco. 
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Winner of this year’s layout competition at the show was 
Mr H. M. Pyrke (left), seen here admiring his efforts with 
Mr J. A. Newton, winner of the Bagnall Cup. 


wheels, valve gear, cab fittings, in fact the lot. W & H 
Models were also selling a fine new 4 mm scale loco and 
tender kit by BEC for the LNER (ex GER) J17 0-6-0. The 
kit costs 52s 6d and takes the Tri-ang R52 0-6-0 chassis. 
W & H Models’ 75-page model railway catalogue is 
excellent value for 6d. 

An elaborate layout by British Trix Ltd showed, amongst 
other things, their new range of scale plastic coaches, which 
will shortly be available in the shops at 12s 6d each. 
Another very convincing layout was displayed by Lone 
Star, whose range of 000 gauge 2 mm scale Treble-O-Lectric 
diesel locomotives, coaches and wagons has now been 
joined by a steam outline locomotive, a Baldwin 0-8-0 loco 
and tender price 45s complete. 

The Graham Farish Formoway trackwork range 1s 
rapidly being extended. Following the recently-introduced 
4 ft radius ‘Y’ point come two new items, a 3 ft radius 
single slip and a 2 ft radius three way point. A highly 
elaborate terminal approach, built up of standard Formo- 
way track, was demonstrated, showing the freedom with 
which Graham Farish, Hornby-Dublo, scale and even 
Tri-ang locomotives negotiate the most intricate pointwork. 
Even more track items are planned for the near future, 
which will surely result in the largest range of 16.5 mm 
00 gauge trackwork ever produced commercially. 

Eames of Reading carried a fine stock of proprietary 
railway and road items, including the fabulous Anbrico 
handbuilt trams. Jameson loco kits, and Eames’ own pro- 
ductions, reviewed in recent issues of AIRFIX MAGAZINE, 
were also available. New to us were their 2-rail bushing 
packs, price 1s 9d each, containing six steel axles and six 
fibre bushes for assembling 2-rail bogie and tender wheels. 

The various importers of Continental equipment were 
each showing interesting new items. As well as an exten- 

Continued on page 92 
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Scottish services 


THE HIGHLAND RatLway, by H. A. Valance. Published by 
David and Charles (Publishers) Ltd, and distributed by 
Macdonald and Co, (Publishers) Ltd, 2 Portman St, Lon- 
don, W1. Price 25s. 


HIS revised and extended edition of the work first pub- 

lished in 1938 incorporates many additional facts. The 
author has covered the subject thoroughly and well, supple- 
menting the usual historical account of the company, its 
locomotives and rolling stock with chapters such as_ the 
growth of train services, problems of operation, proposed 
schemes that failed and a further chapter bringing the story 
up to date to December 1962. Altogether 13 chapters, five 
very useful appendices, an index and several drawings 
appear in the 182 pages. In addition, there are 16 pages of 
illustrations and a coloured frontispiece based on a delight- 
ful oil painting by C. Hamilton Ellis. 

The main line of the Highland Railway ran northwards 
from Perth to Inverness, and beyond to Thurso and Wick in 
the extreme north east, and Kyle of Lochalsh in the west. 
Added interest is given to the book, as currently the future 
of these lines is threatened under the Beeching Report. This 
is an excellent book written by a most knowledgeable rail- 
way historian and well up to the high standard one has now 
come to expect of David and Charles’ railway books. 


Working background 


SOME WORKING TRACTION ENGINES, edited for the Road 
Locomotive Society by Alan J. Martin. Published by 
Percival Marshall and Co Ltd, 19-20 Noel St, London, W1. 
Price 5s. 

ECENT albums of traction engine photographs pub- 
lished by Percival Marshall have been illustrated with 
shots taken at traction engine rallies throughout the country. 

In contrast, this book includes 44 full page reproductions 

of traction engines either at work or in their working sur- 

roundings. Most of the photographs were taken before the 

war, but a few are post-war and one as late as 1953. 
There is one glorious illustration of an Aveling and 
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Porter spurting smoke and steam while performing a haul- 
age job through the streets of Pulrose, in the Isle of Man, 
as recently as 1950. The working background adds consider- 
able appeal to this well-reproduced collection. 


Comprehensive amateur effort 


WRECKS AND ReLics. Published by the Merseyside Group of 
Aviation Enthusiasts. Obtainable from Mr P. M. Cherry, 
60 South Mossley Hill Road, Liverpool 19. Price 3s 6d. 


HEN many of us complain at great length of the few 

aircraft that are preserved in this country, it is as well 
to remember that there are a great many old and interesting 
types stored away in the most unlikely places. The Merseyside 
Group, who have always been in the forefront of aviation circles, 
have produced a unique little book which is very comprehensive 
in its content, giving first rate information on the final resting 
place of these old aircraft. Although an amateur effort, it makes 
up for its inadequacies in production by having copy that is 
well written and of great interest. 


Story of speed on land 


THE BP Book OF WorLD LAND SPEED RecorDbs, published by 
Herbert Jenkins Ltd, 3 Duke of York Street, London, SW1. 
Price 10s 6d. 


ITH the current controversy that surrounds Donald 

Campbell’s projected bid on the world land speed record, 
and the American Craig Breedlove’s recent claim to be the 
fastest man on wheels with a two-way average of 407.45 mph 
in his jet-powered Spirit of America, this book could hardly 
have appeared at a more opportune time. 

Its 74 spiral-bound pages tell the history of the world land 
speed record from the first (by G. de Chasseloup-Laubat at 
39.24 mph) in 1898 to John Cobb’s 394.20 mph in 1947. Delight- 
ful colour drawings illustrate the wide variety of machines that 
have been used, while an interesting account of each attempt, 
together with many line drawings of the drivers concerned, 
make this a most entertaining book for motoring enthusiasts. 
A special three-fold, extendable page at the end of the book 
contains a description and coloured cut-away drawing of 
Donald Campbell’s Bluebird. 

Since the original attempt on the world land speed record, 
it has, the book tells us, been broken 46 times in the last 60-odd 
years. Sales of this well-produced and keenly-priced book 
likewise deserve to break all records. 


Handyman’s handbook 


Hopssies ANNUAL, 1963, published by Hobbies Ltd, Dereham, 
Norfolk. Price 2s 6d (by post 3s). 


HE latest, 180-page, edition of this popular annual publi- 

cation comes complete with two free plans, which give 
details of how to build a musical Swiss chalet clock, for cigarettes 
or trinkets, and a ‘Continental’ dolls house. Details are also 
given of a new range of ready-to-assemble kits, including dolls 
houses, farms, forts and a service station, which are available 
from this company. 

Besides being suppliers of a comprehensive range of pro- 
prietary items of interest to modellers, Hobbies can supply 
plans for making dinghies and canoes, and a wide range of 
kits to enable you to assemble anything from a tea trolley 
to a table lamp. This book describes them all, and also the well- 
known Hobbies range of woodworking tools. Whether you 
are a model maker or an ardent ‘do-it-yourselfer’, this book 
will contain something to interest you. 
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np Special’—a quarter of a mile long—loaded with 100 





Hillman Imps from the Rootes factory at Linwood. Here the train passes Johnstone station en route to London. 


HE Scottish Region have converted 

a number of passenger coaches into 
special car transporters, known as 
Carflats, for the delivery of new Hillman 
Imp cars from the Rootes factory at 
Linwood, near Glasgow, to the south. 
Twenty of these vehicles, carrying 100 
cars, make up one train, and it is hoped 
that two such trains will be running 
shortly. When the factory reaches its 
production target of 3,000 cars per week 
it is hoped that nearly 800 cars a week 
will be delivered by rail. 

The special Carflat transporters have 
been produced by removing the passen- 
ger coach bodies and replacing them by 
flat wooden platforms 60 feet long, with 
guide rails and hinged flaps at each end. 
When the flaps are lowered, cars are 
driven from one end of the train to the 
other for rapid loading and unloading. 
The vacuum brakes of the coach under- 
frames are retained and the train runs 
at express speeds. Each journey between 
Glasgow and the south is completed 
overnight. 


Colchester-Oban through train 


HE Eastern Region have given 

details of an interesting through 
excursion train working from Colchester 
to Oban. The excursion was run as a 
combined rail and steamer trip, from 
certain GE and GW sstations of the 
Eastern Region to Staffa and [ona, on 
August 30 and September 1. It con- 
veyed 350 passengers in 12 coaches 
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(including three sleeping cars) and the 
total weight of the train was around 429 
tons. 

A Brush Type 2 _ diesel-electric, 
D5514, started the train from Thornton 
Fields to Colchester and on to Peter- 
borough (North), where A4 Pacific 
60026 Miles Beevor took over as far as 
York. Two V2s shared the running from 
York to Edinburgh, 60887 as far as 
Newcastle and 60868 from there to 





Edinburgh (Waverley). Two Bls, 61404 
and 61345, double-headed the train from 
Edinburgh to Stirling, and double- 
heading was resorted to again over the 
old Caley route to Oban, when D5355 
and D5366 completed the journey. 

The return trip was completed in 
similar stages, and as far as Edinburgh 
the same motive power units were used. 
From Edinburgh to Newcastle an A3, 
60045 Lemberg, replaced the V2 used 
on this outward stage of the journey, 
but a V2, 60945, was once again used 
between Newcastle and York. Another 
A3, 60048 Doncaster, took the train 
on from York to Peterborough, and the 
final stage was completed with Brush 
Type 2 D5514 in charge. 

One wonders why so many locomotive 
changes were needed south of Newcastle, 
but there is no denying that this trip 
takes a lot of beating for variety of 
motive power on a public excursion, 
rivalling even some of the more ambi- 
tious railfan trips. 


GWR 14XX Glass 


ROMINENT at the recent Model 
Rail and Road Hobby Show was the 
Great Western Society. Amongst this 
Society’s modest aims (they do not aim 
to preserve the whole of the former 
GWR!) is to purchase, and preserve 
for posterity, one of the few remaining 
GWR 14XX 0-4-2Ts and an auto coach. 
Both items are so typical of the GWR 
that no claim need be made for singling 
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them out for preservation. At one time 
they could be found all over the system, 
but with the steady closing of branch 
lines, and the dieselisation of the few 
still remaining open, they are now nearly 
extinct. This year will probably be the 
last opportunity and, provided the 
GWS can raise enough funds, they will 
just about be in time to lay hands on the 
last remaining examples. 


The GWR 14XX 0-4-2Ts, with their 
tall chimneys and large domes, are often 
thought of as ancient old-timers. One 
even acted the part in the film ‘Titfield 
Thunderbolt’. In fact, they were quite 
recent introductions—by steam _ loco- 
motive standards that is. The first was 
built in 1932 and the series of 75 engines, 
fitted with auto gear for push and pull 
working, was completed in_ 1936. 
Another batch of 20 engines, numbered 
5800-19, was built in 1933 without auto 
gear. When first built, the 14XX engines 
were numbered in the 48XX series, but 
were renumbered soon after World 
War 2, when the 48XX numbers were 
required for oil burning conversions of 
28XX and 38XX 2-8-0s. 


The 14XX locomotives were direct 
descendants of the earlier GWR 517 
0-4-2Ts, introduced as far back as 1868. 
No doubt this pedigree accounted for 
the somewhat old fashioned appearance 
of the 14XXs. It is interesting to record 





GWR 14XX Class 0-4-2T No 1407 leaving Wallingford for Cholsey and Moulsford. The 


that half a dozen 517s survived the out- 
break of the 1939-45 war and No 1159 of 
the class, built in 1876, lasted until 1947. 


Scottish railrover record 


N_ 18-year-old schoolboy, Robin 
Dawson, from Orpington, Kent, 
recently succeeded in travelling 3,300 
miles in one week on the Scottish 
Region of British Railways, using one 
of the Silver ‘Freedom of Scotland’ 
tickets. His carefully-prepared itinerary 
took him as far north as Wick and as 
far south as Dumfries. The cost worked 
out at the remarkably low figure of 24 
miles for a penny, and is confirmation 
indeed of what wonderful travel bar- 
gains the £6 6s railrover tickets are. 
Robin was presented with a watch, 
formerly used by LNER guards, as a 
token of the Scottish Region’s interest 
in his achievement. 


Victoria Line tube progress 


ONTRACTS worth £174m_ have 

already been placed for the new 
London Transport £56m Victoria Line 
tube. Construction work is going along 
well at several places, including Vic- 
toria, Oxford Circus, Euston and High- 
bury. The work at Oxford Circus in- 
volves the reconstruction of the existing 
Central and Bakerloo Line stations, and 





last train ran on this branch in June 1959. 
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Fitting the 2,750 hp Sulzer diesel engine 
to a Brush Type 4. Deliveries of these 
locos to the ER have now reached D1542. 


a vast 600-ton bridge has had to be built 
there to take road traffic while work 
goes on. Target date for the opening of 
the Victoria Line is 1968. 


LMR loco shed renumbering 


HE renumbering of all LMR motive 

power depots has taken into account 
the take-over from the Western Region 
of WR depots in Wales. Several other 
changes have resulted from the grouping 
of depots into 11 divisions, each with 
their own Division Code Number. 
Details are as follows: Western lines: 
London(W)—1, Birmingham—2, Stoke 
—5, Chester—6. Midland lines: London 
(M)—14, Leicester—15, Nottingham— 
16. North Western lines: Liverpool—8, 
Manchester—9, Preston—10, Barrow— 
12. Each motive power depot is identi- 
fied by the Division Code Number and 
the MPD code letter in the standard 
BR fashion, eg 1A—Willesden, which is 
unchanged. Examples of former WR 
sheds renumbered are 89B, 89A, 89D and 
89C, now numbered 6C, 6D, 6E and 
6F respectively. The reorganisation has 
resulted in some very high letters, for 
instance 27E Wigan, in the Liverpool 
Division, is now coded 8R. 


Hayling Island Branch closes 


| Steels reference to the Hayling 
Island Branch in our September issue, 
a firm date for its closure has been 
announced, and the last public train 
will run on Saturday, November 2. A 
special train, organised by the LCGB, 
will make a farewell journey on Sunday, 
November 3. 


Locomotive notes 


EPORTED deliveries of new BR 

locomotives are: D6858, 62-4, 9 to 
the Western Region; D5215, 17-9, 21, 24- 
7, E3083 to the London Midland Region; 
D1530-40, 2 to the Eastern Region; 
D8514-5, 9, 21, 23-8, 32-3, 35-6, 40-2 to 
the Scottish Region. 
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A KOREAN CORSAIR 


AM sure almost all aircraft model makers will agree with 

me that the kits produced by Monogram are among the 
very best on the market for detail, accuracy and finish. They 
cost quite a bit, but this is made up for by the excellence 
and high standard of the mouldings, finish and transfers. 

The latest release is no exception. It is an F4U-4 Corsair. 
and can be made up either as a 4C, or in the night fighter 
4N version which saw service late in World War 2 and 
during the Korean war. Markings are included for both 
US Navy or Marines variants. 

Gimmicks include retracting main and tail wheels, fold- 
ing wings and operable arrester hook. The scale is, as usual, 
a true 1:48. The kit has over 70 parts, moulded in a dark 
blue plastic, which show no flash or moulding marks. The 
rockets, propeller, wheels and undercarriage detail are in 
black plastic, which helps considerably during finishing. 

Monogram’s Corsair costs 17s 6d from BMW Models, 
of Wimbledon who supplied our review sample. A.W.H. 


RECENT ADDITIONS 


FURTHER six new 1:72 scale plastic kits of World War 2 

aircraft have been released by Revell, bringing the total 
in this series up to 12, all of which sell for 2s 11d each. The latest 
to appear are the Mustang P51-D, Hawker Tempest, Japanese 
Hien, Curtiss P-40-E Kittyhawk 1A, Messerschmitt ME-262 
and Chance Vought Corsair F4 Ul. Features of these kits 
include transparent cockpit canopies, pilot figures, authentic 
transfers, and undercarriages which can be assembled in either 
the retracted or lowered position. 

A 12-page colourfully-illustrated booklet, called Fighters 
of World War II, Vol 1, described and introduced by Bruce 
Robertson, has been released by Revell. It contains well-detailed 
colour illustrations and histories of the first nine Revell 1:72 
World War II aircraft—the Spitfire Mk II, P-51D Mustang, 
P-47D Thunderbolt, Messerschmitt Bf109E, Kawasaki Hien. 
Hawker Tempest V, Hawker Hurricane, Zero and Focke-Wulf 
190. Copies of this interesting publication are obtainable by 
sending in six box ends from any of this 2s 11d series, together 
with the form enclosed in the box, and sixpence to cover handling. 

Four new 1:32 scale British sports car kits are also an- 
nounced by Revell. They all sell for 4s 11d each and feature 
‘chrome’ parts, one-piece body shells, opening bonnets, detailed 
engines and rotating wheels. The models depict the Triumph 
TR4, Sunbeam Alpine, Austin Healey 3000 and MGB. To cater 
for two-wheel enthusiasts there are now three more new 
motorcycle kits in the Revell range. Like the earlier-announced 
Triumph model, they are all packed two in a box—one in 
plastic and the other completely ‘chromed’. They all feature 
rotating wheels and working steering, and each set of two sells 
for 5s 6d. They are the BSA 650 cc Rocket Gold Star, Harley 
Davidson Showbike and 250 cc Honda Super Sports. 
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To conclude this Revell round-up of recently-introduced 
kits comes news of a new range of ten 1:25 scale customising 
parts kits, all of which sell from 4s 11d each. They comprise 
a range of four different engines, two sets of wheels, two sets of 
tyres and two sets of bumpers and grilles, as follows: 1957 
Chevrolet V8, 1958 Chrysler V8, 1960 Buick V8 and Dream 
Car Turbine engines; competition and custom car wheels: 
competition and custom car tyres; and dream or custom car 
bumpers and grilles. 

The hobby of building custom car kits is fascinating, and has 
for some time enjoyed great popularity in America, where there 
is also a large following for building such cars full-size. With 
the increasing availability over here of the excellent American 
customising car kits, and the introduction of customising parts 
packs into this country, there seems a good chance that this 
branch of modelling will enjoy an equally enthusiastic following 
in England in the future. D.R. 


DO-IT-YOURSELF FLEET 


OLLOWING the recent introduction of their various 

different models based on the Commer 15-cwt chassis, 
Corgi have now produced a do-it-yourself construction set 
based on them. It consists of two Commer 15-cwt chassis 
(complete with cab and body floor) and four separate bodies, 
with which eight different combinations of body and chassis 
can be built up. The four types of body are an ambulance, a 
pick-up truck, a milk float and a plain ‘box’ van. The ambulance 
body incorporates a blue roof beacon and clear blue plastic 
windows all round; the pick-up truck can be equipped with a 


Aurora C-119 Packet (reviewed last month) and Monogram 
F4U-4 Corsair (bottom). Both are obtainable from BMW Models. 
















SUPERSHELLS 
NEW LOW PRICES 


SLO Fs 


Formula | bodies and wheels:— 

R A C I N G Ferrari body only = 6/5 

: body & wheels... 8/9 
Airfix Motor B.R.M. body only = 7/7 
yr body & wheels... . 10/- | 
Racing Lotus Elite body only .. 10/- 
body & wheels .. 12/3 | 

B.M.W. offer the full | “E’ Type Jag body only 10/- 

body & wheels... 12/3 


range of all available 4 wheels & tyres with axles for | 
items. New items BRM/Lotus/Cooper/Porsche/Ferrari | 


will be despatched | arabe de tes yee” 
as soon as released. | Transfer numerals an P atecabael 


ARLE) SOY 2 CONE OeD 
The~y ) B-M-W 


We Catalogue 


YER 410 
OVER 600 PAGES 


“LUSTRATIONS 
00 HO and TF 


Send for your copy today, the B.M.W. 
Catalogue covers the whole Model 
Railway field. Post free. 


A MUST FOR Alt RAILWAY FANS.§ 


The monthly illustrated 
B.M.W. NEWS SPECIAL 
will keep you up to date with news of forthcoming models 
and new imports. Subscribe now and be the first with all the 
latest developments. Annual subscription only 8/6. Sample 
copy 9d. post free. 























HIS AIR DEC DECALS 


British, U.S.A., German 


7/6 per sheet 84” « 11”. 


GERman |. This. sheet 
covers WW I! German 
Air Force markings, cross 
and swastika in the model 
scales of |/72nd to and 
including | /50th. Colours: 
Black, white & red. Finish 
matt. 


USA |. This sheet features 
a large’ selection’ of 
numerals and white “‘stars 
and bars’’ so necessary for 
the large number of Navy 
models available today. 
Colour white. Finish matt. 


USA 2. With this sheet 
you will be able to dupli- 
cate any version of the 


American National _ in- 
signia as used in WW Il]. 
Serial numbers are also 


included but in yellow 
only. Colours: Blue, white, 
red & yellow. Finish matt. 


ENGlish |. Aircraft identi- 
fication letters and serial 
numbers are featured on 
this sheet in red in one 
scale for RAF bombers. 
Red, white and blue stripes 
in two scales are provided 
separated thus. enabling 
you to construct the type 
of fin flash you desire. 


(MODELS) 








RAAF type roundels are 
included in large number 
but may be converted to 
the ‘“‘C”’ type roundels 
with the addition of the 
red centre and yellow ring 
if required. Larger yellow 
rings are included making 
it possible to construct a 
limited number of “A” 
type roundels. Colours: 
Red, blue, white & yellow. 
Finish matt. 


| 


ENGlish 2. This sheet 
provides aircraft identifi- 
cation letters in two 


colours, duck egg blue and 
light grey as well as a 
selection of serial numbers. 
A large number of scales 
are represented. Colours 
Duck egg blue and light 
grey. Finish matt. 


HIS AIR DEC 
MAGAZINE 


Bi-monthly. Now only 24 /- 
per annum. Sample copy 
4/4, postage 3d. Each issue 
includes sheet of decals, 
useful tips, conversion 
notes, etc., etc. 





| 


Most | 


useful for all scale aircraft | 


enthusiasts. 
Trade Enquiries Invited 


PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME 


THE MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 
329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON S.W.19 LIB 7707 


A.M.T. 1/25th Scale. 

1963 Advanced Kits. 24/6 each. 
Ford 500 XL Sports H/Top; 
1963 Thunderbird H/Top. 
Other 1/25th A.M.T. Kits: 
17/11—1963 models: Imperial 
H/Top; Lincoln Continental 
H/Top; Thunderbird Convert- 
ible; Tempest Convertible; Buick 
Electra Convertible; Imperial 
Convertible. 1949 Mercury 2-door 
coupe; Ford coupe. 1953 Ford 
Pick up; 1934 Ford pick-up; 
1932 Ford V8 coupe; 1946 Ford 
Sedan; 1936 Ford Roadster. 
24/6—1963 Chev Pick-up; Ford 
F100 Pick-up, 1957—Ford H/Top; 
Thunderbird; Chev 2-doorH/Top 
JOHAN 1/25th Scale I7/I1 
each. 1963 models — Cadillac 
Coupe de Ville H/Top; Plymouth 
Fury H/Top; Chrysler 300 H /Top; 
Dodge Convertible. 

REVELL | /25th Scale: 

Tommy lIvo’s 4-engine 


Dragster 22/6 
| 1956 Ford Pick-up cos ente 
_E Type Jag. yaa ... IS/- 


AURORA E Type Jaguar 14/11 


MONOGRAM | /24th Scale: 
1955 Chev. H /Top /Convert- 


ne 350 nal icaleeeee 
1939 Mercedes-Benz ... 34/4 
1934 Duesenberg ... ... 34/4 


POST & PACKING 
Inland: under £3, | /6 per pound; 
over £3 post free. Overseas: 


postage extra. 


















From all newsagents, book- 
stalls, model and handicraft 
shops, Hobbies branches and 
stockists, price 2/6 (by post Address 


6d. extra). 





November, 1963 


This is a ‘must 


HOBBIES 1964 ANNUAL 


Outstanding value for 2/6 


Get your copy now of this completely revised publication, consisting 
of 184 pages crammed with interest for the modeller, woodworker and 
handyman. Details of hundreds of gifts, novelty and model projects 
for all members of the family. 
TWO DESIGNS, worth 5/-, given FREE with each copy for making 
the extra large ‘DREAMHOLME’ Doll’s House and the fascinating 
Swiss Water Wheel whose paddle revolves, lights come on, and a tune 
plays when roof is lifted for a cigarette. 


To Hobbies Ltd., Dept. 16, Dereham, Norfolk. 


Please send copy of Hobbies 1964 Annual containing Two FREE Designs. 
| enclose 3/~ (including postage). 


New kits and models—conrinued 


bench seat provided in the set for the forward compartment 
under the front canopy; the milk float can be built up either 
as an unladen vehicle, or with a load of crated milk which is 
also supplied, together with a moulded figure of a milkman; 
and the van body has clear plastic windows front and rear. 

All the bodies are easily located on the chassis and are retained 
in position by a quarter turn of a locking screw on the under- 
side of the chassis. Both the two chassis/cab units (one finished 
in red, the other white) have seats, steering wheel and windows, 
as well as Glidamatic spring suspension, while one of the two 
has the ingenious Trans-O-Lite headlamp system. This set 
is attractively priced at 15s. 

In marked contrast to these vehicles is the Corgi Chevrolet 
Stingray, a sleek model of an exciting high-performance 
American car. A notable feature of the prototype is its retract- 
able headlamps, which are faithfully reproduced in working 
form on the Corgi model. Plated bumpers, bonnet louvres and 
trim are other realistic features, while the model incorporates 
the familiar standard Corgi items of windows, interior trim, 
seats, steering wheel and Glidamatic suspension. There is also 
a golf bag, complete with clubs, moulded into the space behind 
the seats! Price of this 3? inch long model is 5s 6d. D.R. 


RAILWAY RANGE 


MW Models have just produced a new and very compre- 

hensive catalogue of the large stock of model railway 
equipment, in TT, OO and HO gauges, which they stock. It is 
impossible to list every item mentioned, but the catalogue 
includes details of Faller, Marklin, Fleischmann, Tri-ang, 
Playcraft, Wills, K’s, Vollmer, H & M, Wrenn, Graham 
Farish, Merit, Preiser, Hornby-Dublo and Peco—to name 
just a few! The catalogue costs 4s 6d post free, from BMW 
Models, 329 Haydons Road, Wimbledon, SW19. 

Among the new model railway items listed are a series of 
transfers for locomotives, coaches and wagons, covering BR 
and the four main groups. The transfers are of the varnish 
fixing type and the prices average about 6d per sheet. 

Another new range listed in the catalogue is the GEM 
Festiniog 54 mm scale, TT gauge loco and tender, coaches and 
track seen for the first time at the Model Rail and Road Hobby 
Show (see page 85). BMW can supply this range, which includes 
a kit for building ‘Prince’, the 0-4-0 tender loco, price 42s 
(Romford Terrier motor extra at 22s 9d), four-wheel Ist Class 
coach 9s, and narrow gauge track at 5s 6d per length. Right 
or left hand turnouts are also available at 12s 10d each. N.S. 


Corgi’s Chevrolet Stingray and Commer construction set. 








Revell’s 1:72 scale Mustang P51-D and BSA 650 cc Rocket 
Gold Star kits. 


ON WITH THE SHOW! —continued 


sive Marklin layout, with their new German V60 0-6-0 
diesel locomotive and a fascinating little narrow gauge 
contractor's line. Richard Kohnstam were demonstrating 
the new Faller Auto Sport roadway/race game. M & R 
Supplies, sole distributors for Fleischmann, demonstrated 
an automatic hump marshalling yard, while Playcraft had 
their new working 40-ton bogie hopper wagon on show. 

A feature of the show is the competition layouts and 
the worthy winner of this year’s £75 first prize was Mr 
H. M. Pyrke of Bristol with his imaginary S & DJR branch 
line. His companion, Mr J. A. Newton, also of Bristol, 
won the Bagnall Cup, for the best constructed 00 gauge 
locomotive, with his fabulous BR Class 9 2-10-0. The 
model is noteworthy not only for its fine detail and ex- 
cellent finish, but also for its mechanism, which contains two 
12 volt motors driving two of the five driving wheel axles. 

This year’s show coincided with the introduction of the 
new monthly magazine ‘Model Roads and Racing’ which, 
on the basis of the first issue, should assume rapid popu- 
larity for devotees of the hobby. The publishers, Peco 
Publications and Publicity Ltd, presented a fine scenic 
exhibit in the form of a working rail and road layout, 
using standard Peco parts. The roads incorporated Peco’s 
new flexible roadway, demonstrating the advantage of this 
system, which can be flexed to almost any radius or gradient 
profile. The latest Peco container flat wagon (price 9s 6d) 
and examples of the new series of four private owner con- 
tainers (price Is 3d each) designed for use with this wagon, 
were to be found on the rail layout, which of course 
featured Peco Streamline track. 

The North London Society of Model Engineers had a 
four-lane racing car circuit, on which visitors to the show 
were able to try their skill. G & R Wrenn Ltd exhibited 
several layouts demonstrating the space-saving virtue of 
their Formula 152 racing circuits, and amongst the new 
items on show was the chicane set now on sale at 9s 6d. 

Several firms, notably BMW Models and Auto-Models 
Ltd, had a wonderful range of car kits and made-up models, 
both home produced and imported from abroad. BMW 
also carried a wide range of model railway equipment and 
their latest comprehensive catalogue. 





Letters to 


the Editor 


Letters to the Editor can only be answered in the 
magazine. Readers whose letters are published 
each receive a free Airfix plastic construction kit 
of their choice. We are always pleased to receive 
your comments and pictures, which will be: 
considered for publication. Submitted material 
and pictures can only be returned if accompanied 
by a stamped addressed envelope, and the Editor 
cannot accept responsibility for safe keeping of 
any such contributions, neither does he necessarily 
agree with comments expressed by correspondents 


in the letters column. 





Double conversion 


N ‘Letters to the Editor many 
suggestions have been made con- 

cerning modifications to standard kits. 
Might I suggest two further projects? 

The first involves the Airfix Dornier 
217E-2. This can be converted into the 
Dornier 217N by first of all fitting a 
solid nose and by replacing the radial 
BMW cowlings with the inline cowlings 
of the ‘N’ aircraft. The airscrews will 
need to be fitted with spinners. 

The second involves the Me 262. 
This can be converted into the two-seat 
night fighter version. The fuselage 
decking aft needs to be cut down level 
with the bottom of the cockpit enclosure. 
A larger wooden fairing can then be 
fixed into position with Evostick. A new 
and larger fin, rudder and tailplane will 
have to be carved and a longer cockpit 
canopy moulded by one of the estab- 
lished methods. 

In both the case of the Dornier 217N 
and Me 262B/1A, radar aerials can be 
fitted. Aircraft of the Fighting Powers, 
Vols VI and VII, give all necessary 
outlines. 

J. E. Ward, Market Rasen, Lincs. 


Spitfire mods 


WAS very interested in Mike Bowyer’s 

article on Spitfire conversions as I am 
doing precisely as he suggests with the 
aid of Airfix Mk IX and Frog Mk II kits. 
In addition to the Mk I, the prototype 
Spitfire can be made from a Mk II kit. 
It will need a new airscrew and exhaust 
system, a flat-topped canopy and a skid 
instead of a tailwheel, but the unusual 
cream finish will make an interesting 
novelty. 

On the question of bombs, I would say 
that, in Italy at any rate, the usual bomb 
load for a Mk VIII or LX was one 500 
pounder under the belly. The Mk Vs 
carried two 250 pounders. There was an 
experimental bomb rack to carry two 
500 pounders side by side under the 
belly, and it had a momentary delay 
between bombs to prevent their striking 
each other on release. 
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As stated in the article, the Mk VIII 
was very similar in appearance to the 
Mk IX, but purists will want to know 
that the wing was slightly thicker (not 
noticeable on a model) and there was a 
13 gallon fuel tank in each wing root, 
hence two extra filler caps. Don’t 
forget the retractable tailwheel. 

Finally, the article repeats an error 
which I pointed out to Bruce Robertson 
in his excellent book on the Spitfire. 
JF 462 had the code letters ZXN in blue 
edged in white, not red and white. This 
was done on all aircraft of 145 Squadron 
and also by, I believe, 43 Squadron of 
the neighbouring 324 Wing. The 145 
Squadron badge, consisting of a white 
circle 8 inches across, bearing a red St 
George’s cross and diagonal silver 
sword, was carried on the engine cowling 
under the exhaust pipes. JF 462 was 
allotted to Flt Lt Warne Farrow and Lt 
Don Beisiegel, of the SAAF until it was 
replaced by JF 880 and then MT 565. 
How do I know all this? I was these 
pilots’ Flight Commander at the time 
and still have my note book containing 
details of all personnel and aircraft! 
I also did my own first Mk VIII sortie 
on this aircraft on July 30, 1944, when I 
joined 145. 

G. R. S. McKay, Sleaford, Lincs. 


Mike Bowyer comments: ‘I am in- 
debted to our reader for correcting the 
reference to the colouring of the squadron 
letters of the Mk VIII Spitfires of No 145 
Sqn. My wish is that more of our readers 
would contribute such useful items, 
and back them wherever possible with 
photographs. Now, how about some 
Spitfire photographs taken in the war 
years?’ 


Adding realism 


ORLD War | enthusiasts may be 
interested in a method of rigging 
their model aircraft. Without rigging, 
of course, they lack that MHeath- 
Robinson effect which gives them that 
atmosphere of insubstantial realism. 
I hit upon the idea of using that very 
springy steel wire which is found in 


most wire brushes. The finer the gauge 
of the wire, of course, the better when it 
comes to 1:72 scale models. The strands 
can be quite easily pulled out with a pair 
of pliers, and a little manipulation with 
the fingers will get them quite straight. 
Small cavities, but not holes, then have to 
be made witha hot pin wherever wires are 
required to be fixed on the model—for 
instance in the angle between each strut 
and wing—and if possible each cavity 
should be made at the angle at which 
the rigging will be required. 

The difficult part then comes in 
cutting the wires to the right length, so 
that each will spring into the required 
pair of cavities. This isn’t as difficult as it 
sounds, and is quite easily done with a 
pair of fine pliers. No cementing is 
necessary, since the wires should be held 
quite firmly in place. 

It should be mentioned that the cross 
wires between the fuselage/top wing 
struts are not easy to insert in a com- 
pleted model and are best included 
during assembly. 

I have fully rigged a Sopwith Camel 
and a Bristol Fighter in this way, in- 
cluding the underwing skids on the 
‘Brisfit’ and control wires on both, and 
the effect has surpassed all my hopes, 
such that I have now bought all the other 
Airfix kits of aircraft of this period— 
and I’m sure your readers would do the 
same! 

How about some more World War 2 
kits—eg, DH4, BE2c, SESa, etc—from 
the Airfix stable? There’s nothing like 
them for superb value. 

L. G. Hewson, Twickenham, Middx. 


Plastic ‘putty’ 


LTHOUGH I frequently read the 

‘Letters to the Editor’ page in 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE, I have seen no 
mention of the use of plastic ‘putty’ for 
modification or repair purposes. This is 
most useful and well worth the expense. 
As an avid collector of 1:72 scale World 
War 2 fighters, I find it the most suitable 
material for conversions of the com- 
mercially-obtainable marks into more 


Continued on next page 
93 





 — 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Continued 


interesting variants, eg, the major 
cockpit change of the PSID Mustang to 
the P51 Mustang. It far surpasses wood 
or plastic in its ease of handling, which 
can be further improved by the use of a 
little water on the fingers, and needs no 
Surface preparation before painting. 

Among other useful modelling equip- 
ment that I have amassed are a set of 
needle files which I now consider 
indispensable for creating much of the 
intricate detail which modifications 
require. 

I must beg to differ with Mr Hall- 
Green, who states in the September issue 
of ArrRFIX MAGAZINE that the Airfix 
Defiant should have red squadron 
letters, as this is not strictly true. In fact, 
this particular fighter began its career 
with light grey letters, which were later 
standardised to red. Incidentally, I wish 
Airfix would give light grey codes and 
not their usual white. 

Finally, | must make a plea for more 
interesting World War 2 fighters, eg, the 
too-long-neglected Italian and Russian 


Bumper Catalogue 

HE excellent range of model items 

stocked by Gamages, the large 
store in London’s Holborn, are all 
fully detailed in the latest Gamages 
1963-1964 model book, priced at Is. 
Electric road and raceways, model 
railways, plastic kits, constructional 
sets, and model aircraft, boats and 
cars are among the range featured 
in a well-illustrated and displayed 128 
pages. On the front cover there is a 
fine colour painting of three Grand 
Prix racing cars in action. 

Railway modellers are reminded 
that the mammoth Gamages OO/HO 
and TT gauge model railway, in its 
latest form, opened to viewing again 
from October 17, for the Christmas 
period and the school holidays. 
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fighters which have, as yet, not been 
touched by Airfix or any other British 
manufacturers. 

Martin S. Duckworth, Spring Bank, Hull. 


More ideas 


HAVE just completed the Airfix 

Starfighter kit, and I would like to 
say that it is one of the best kits I have 
ever built. The detail is exceptionally 
good and the parts fitted together per- 
fectly. However, I found it better to 
place a small piece of lead in the nose 
to ensure good balance. 

May I be another of the numerous 
modellers to join in the ‘suggestions for 
Airfix” game? In the aircraft series | 
would like to see the following planes: 
Consolidated Catalina, Lockheed Hud- 
son, Short Stirling, Bell Airacobra, 
Hawker Fury, Fairey Firefly (late prod 
model) and the ME 163 (Komet). 

In the modern cars range, what about 
these? Austin A40, Ford New Anglia, 





Hillman Imp, Riley 1.5, Lotus Super 
Seven, Jaguar ‘E’ type, Jaguar 3.4, and 
Aston Martin DB4 GT, and please could 
we have the mighty Ford Galaxie, which 
has been driven to victory on circuits 
all over England by such drivers as 
Jim Clark, Sir Gawaine Baillie and Jack 
Sears ? 

What about a series of racing cars, 
which could be either displayed as static 
models or motorised (using the Airfix 
motor, of course). For this series might I 
suggest the following cars? Lotus 25, 
BRM 1962, BRM _ 1963 (monocoque 
car), Cooper 1963, Lola 1962, ATS 
1963, Brabham 1963, BRP, BRM, Lotus 
29 (Indianapolis model), Harvey Alu- 
minum special and Ferrari 1963. 

In your old car series I should like to 
see the ‘Blower Bentley’ which raced at 
Le Mans. 

P. Underhill, Denton, Manchester. 
| For details of the new Airfix ‘E’ type, see 
page 68—Fd.| 


Two new clubs for modellers 


We have arranged for Easibind Ltd. to supply self-binding cases to all readers who 
wish to retain their copies for future reference. 
The EASIBINDER is designed to bind copies of AIRFIX MAGAZINE as you receive them 


THE NEW ‘KING SIZE’ 


pee will be interested to hear of the formation of two new modelling clubs. 

The British Plastic Modeller’s Society, which held its inaugural meeting in July, 
has recently begun publishing a regular unbiased newsletter, in which will appear 
reviews of kits, hints on their construction and which will also form a medium for 
exchanging modellers’ views. The Society runs an advisory service that covers 
such problems as aircraft camouflage and markings and suppliers of rarer kits. 


It is a condition of membership of the BPMS that the applicant has completed 
at least three plastic models, of which details must be given. Subscriptions vary from 
10s 6d per annum for those up to 16 years old, to £2 2s per annum for members over 
22. Full details of membership are obtainable on application to the Honorary Secre- 
tary, Mr F. A. Brown, 145 Camberwell Road, London, SES. 


Monthly meetings for members are to be held, at the ‘Porcupine’, Charing Cross 
Road, London, WC2 (next to Leicester Square tube station), on the last Friday in 
each month. The first such meeting takes place on October 25, and all those interested 
are invited to attend. 


The second new club is for enthusiasts in collecting, constructing and racing model 
cars, and is known as the Auto-Model Club. The annual subscription is £1 Is and 
the aim of the club (which is promoted by Auto-Models Ltd, suppliers and manu- 
facturers of model cars) is to provide its members with a means of contact, to en- 
courage the interchanging of ideas and keep members up-to-date with latest develop- 
ments and new models. Members will receive periodic news sheets and meetings 
and talks will be held. 


The secretary is Mr Ron Clover, at 70 Finsbury Pavement, London, EC2. Bert 
Lamkin, a regular contributor to AIRFIX MAGAZINE, is one of the club’s technical 
advisors. 





month by month, eventually providing a handsomely bound volume for the bookshelf. 
Quick and easy to operate, the copies are bound into place by a thin steel wire and 
locked together tightly by a patented device, that allows the binder to open completely 
flat for easy reading. Strongly made with stiff covers and attractively bound in red 
Leathercloth and black Milskin, the binders have the title Gold Blocked on the spine. 
ORDER FORM 
To: Easibind Ltd., 84 Newman Street, London, W1. 


PICASSO. SONG MG. ccies decd icdviet ects: AIRFIX MAGAZINE Easibinders at 15/- each post paid. 
I enclose cheque/P.O. f0Fr.............ccees 1G Tr Sethe SM CSTR SE: baa SN SM gt Ye ee 
DCM Eiooxmgis iain a whwaevands dmdt hog benneetids shire bdacvcedvetntes « noted Mimbhins de Aen <wUb bbe Gade as SOT AEG 
FUE SEDIRECES. Ac cucews 5 OSPR TOUT VET PGSENCA Tce Bewe econ aires & COIN sie VEtas Loe ooo ha ch ce cat TS kSK Si cade ABV Eck ks kc vee 
EFICEED cc esc cc cesce roo see seetavereeeee et rs 


THE EASIBINDER—I5s. each post paid 


Airfix. Magazine 


EXPOSED: RUSSIA’S LATEST FIGHTERS 


Monthly, FLYING REVIEW International will deal 


with leading Russian machines. The series starts this 


' ces ~ month with the MiG-21. Get this issue and build up 
FLYING #e the series! 


"REVIEW spe Also to put you right on the beam we include 

INTERNATIONA ~_ a feature giving the latest facts, figures and photos 

7 about V/STOL-including cutaway drawing and full 

details of the Breguet 941 STOL Transport (soon to 
be ordered for the French Air Force). 


In addition FLYING REVIEW International brings 
you expert news and views about civil and military 
aviation from all over the world; an article (with 
full-colour general arrangement drawing) on Britain’s 
last fighting biplane, the Gladiator; details of recent 
air fighting over the Congo and a feature telling how 
a Dutch Fokker D. XXI destroyed a Messerschmitt 
109 with its cockpit canopy. 








Get the real gen with 


FLYING REVIEW International 2s. 6d. 


HUMBROL 











| a ae uae covers in one coat and dries fast 
) fast fast to a glass hard finish 






A super-smooth finish com- 
pletely free of brushmarks, 
resistant to water, oil, diesel 
fuels etc., dry in 1 hour, light 
in weight and availableina 
wide range of superb 
colours—yes, Humbrol’s the 
top One-coat paint for 
modellers the world over 
(And it’s recommended by top 
kit manufacturers!). 
Available from your local 
model shop and all branches of 
Hobbies Ltd. 4 oz. tins 9d. each. 
Humbrol complies with 
Safety Code B.S.3443:1961. 





Send for 
your free 


catalogue 





Also ask for Britfix 77 Polystyrene Cement, Britfix 66 
Balsa Cement, Britfix 44 Tissue Paste, Humbrol One 
Pack Fuel Proofer and the fabulous Humbrol Jet Pak 
Spray Gun. 
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today ! 


Revell (GB) Ltd, Maidstone House, 25-7 Berners Street, London W.1. 





PACK FOR | 


ONE COLOUR HANDY 


THE FINISTERS OF COVENTRY 





EVERYONE 





This colourful handy sized pack contains a generous supply of 
‘Plasticine’, the world famous modelling material, with the 
colour shown through a specially designed cut-out, ensuring 
easy colour recognition. Colours: Red, Yellow, Blue, Dark 
Green, Turquoise, Brown, Grey, Cerise, Flesh, Black, White, 
Orange, Violet, Mauve, Light Green, Terra-Cotta and Stone. 
Packing—One dozen assorted per outer carton or single colours 
if required. 


‘Plasticine 
Sole Manufacturers: Regd. Trade Mark 


HARBUTT'S PLASTICINE LTD 
BATHAMPTON, BATH, SOMERSET 








Take out an 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
to AIRFIX MAGAZINE 


Due to the ever increasing demand some readers may find 
difficulty in obtaining a regular copy of AIRFIX MAGAZINE. 
To avoid disappointment these readers are advised to take 
out an annual subscription using the form below. 


<<< £2 SRR ERR SERRE RSS S SSSR RRR ESE SESE SSSR SEES BEERS SEES SEE EE HE SEE SS SH SS 


To: Subscription Dept., AIRFIX MAGAZINE, SURRIDGE 
DAWSON (PRODUCTIONS) LTD., 136-142 New Kent 


Road, London, S.E.1. 


Please send AIRFIX MAGAZINE to me each month for 
one year commencing With the............0.00.000eee issue. 
I enclose my remittance for 24s. (Sterling) (U.S.A. 
$4.50). 


ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Tee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee) 


(Please use block capitals). 





Subscriptions are also obtainable from Newsagents {; | 
and Booksellers throughout the world. + | 


22 HUMBER ROAD, COVENTRY 


World-wide mail order service 


ALL AIRFIX KITS AND RACING CAR 
SETS & ACCESSORIES SUPPLIED 


AIRFIX RACE CAR SET MRII 
lft. Flyover, Cooper & Ferrari cars £4.19.11 
(export less |/7th) 
AIRFIX RACE CAR SET MR I5 
ISft. Flyover circuit, Lotus and Porsche cars £6.19.11 
(export less |/7th) 
Overseas readers add |5/- postage per set. H.M. Forces 
overseas add 5/-, U.S.A. Readers add $2 postage. 


SEND FOR FULL AIRFIX RACE CAR PRICE-LIST 





Don't be disappointed next month— 


demand exceeds supply—be sure of 


your copy of AIRFIX MAGAZINE 
ORDER from YOUR NEWSAGENT. 








CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 
ORDER FORM 


To: AIRFIX MAGAZINE (Advert Dept.) 
4 Ludgate Circus Buildings, Ludgate Circus, 
London, E.C.4. 


Please insert the following advertisement in the next 
issue of AIRFIX MAGAZINE. I enclose my 
FOMUMANCE OL ici<5. canes Ba Scien tans d. (Sd. per word) 
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CoH SHEESH SHS SETHE S SEH HESHHS HEHE SHES HSHSHHEHHE HEH HEHHHHEHHEHEHHEHTHEHEHHHHEH HEHEHE EEE EO 
CeO HEHEHE SOE HE HEH HEHEHE EHHE HEHEHE HEHEHHEH EHH HEHEHEHEHS HEHEHE HEHEHHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE EEO 
Cee RHO EEE HOHE ESE EEE HEHEHE EHH HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE EHH H OHHH HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE 
eee eH ESE EHR ee EEE EEE HEHEHE ESE EH HEHEHHHSEHS EH EHH HEHE HEH HSET ESE HEEOHEEHEEE EEE 
CeCe OSHS HEHEHE HOHE EHH SHEETS HEHEHE SEH HEHEHE EHS EH HEHEHE HEHEHH HOH HEHEHE HEHEHE EEE EEE 
Cee eee EEE HEE EE EEE HEHEHE HEHE REE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHE HHO OEE BEE E HE DES 
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(PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS) 
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...even the fire extinguisher is there! 


This Airfix |/32nd scale 1910 bus is an exact | scale, so that the models of every series are 
replica of the Old Bill vehicle. Has a wealth of | proportionately right; and agreat ever-increas- 
detail, crew and passengers. |30-part kit 6/-. | ing range—there are || series now, with over 
It’s typical of the realism you get with Airfix | 200 kits. At prices from 2/- to 17/6, Airfix 
models. They’re just like the real thing! More are great value too. 

than that, though, Airfix give you constant For endless modelling fun—make it Airfix. 


CONSTANT SCALE 
CONSTRUCTION KITS 


JUST LIKE 
THE REAL THING! 





From model and hobby shops, toy shops, and F. W. Woolworth. 


BOEING 707 


A magnificent | /144 scale model = 
—mieasuring 13”long—ofone © 
of the world’s largest and 

most powerful airliners. 


Madefrom asuperbly detailed 
73-part kit complete with B.O.A.C. 
markings. 6/- 


ALSO NEW < the luxurious FORD ZODIAC MARK I! for 
3/- and the famous Russian YAK-9D fighter 2/-, 
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A FANTASTIC SUCCESS! 


MODELLING ENTHUSIASTS HAVE TAKEN TO THE MINIDRILL AS A DUCK 
TAKES TO WATER—WE ARE THEREFORE EXTENDING OUR FREE OFFER 
TO AIRFIX MAGAZINE READERS FOR AN UNLIMITED PERIOD 
A unique scientifically designed Beater-Mixer as illustrated below will be given 
FREE with every Minidrill ordered using the coupon below. 


THE AMAZING 
MINIDRILL 


NOT A TOY IT ACTUALLY DRILLS, GRINDS AND 
POLISHES ETC. HUNDREDS OF INTERCHANGEABLE 
SPARE WORK-TOOLS ALSO AVAILABLE 


Ideal for model-making, toy making, jewellery, camera and pocket radio 
repairs etc. Engraving, mixing etc. The tool with hundreds of uses. 





No. | kit 27/6 No. 2 kit 37/6 
No. 6 kit 67/6 No. 8 kit 87/6 
No. 9 kit 97/6 


All kits post free 


TRADE ENQUIRIES 
INVITED 


MAIL ORDER DEPT. AM3, 

NEW LINES MARKETING CO. LTD., 
ll, DRYDEN CHAMBERS, OXFORD ST., 
LONDON, W.1I. 





PLEASE SEND NO............... KIT TO:— 


POSS RHO R HOHE UTES EEE TESESEEEEEEEESEESES HOSS ESEOE SST ESE EERE SSESESESESESES ESSE SESESESEEEOOE ES ES EOE EOSSESSEEESS EE OSSCCS 





NO. 8 KIT 


| ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/P.O. FOR £ S. d. 
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